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Inaugural and Graduation 


Lutherans in the South Rejoice at 
Seminary's Progress and Promise 


By WYNNE C. BOLIEK 


John L. Yost, D.D., 
Inaugurated President of the 
Southern Seminary 


Gtortious days! An inspiring program! 
Great enthusiasm! Thus we might term 
the commencement program of the Lu- 
theran Theological Southern Seminary, 
Columbia, S. C., September 26-27. The 
challenging messages of speakers, the in- 
auguration of President Yost, the an- 
nouncement of special gifts to the institu- 
tion, the graduation of ten fine young men, 
three of whom have accepted calls to the 
Foreign Mission fields, the large number 
attending the exercises, the bright pros- 
pects for future progress, all converged to 
make this one of the greatest commence- 
ments in the history of this seminary. 


Inauguration of President 

The service for the induction of the 
president and conferring degrees upon 
members of the graduation class was held 
in Ebenezer Church, Dr. Charles E. Fritz 
pastor, Thursday morning. “The Church 
and the Business of Theological Educa- 

(Continued on page 28) 
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AGAIN THE CROSS OF CHRIST 


By strict historical accuracy, one applies the word Crusader to those 
Christian soldiers who undertook to recover the Holy Land from the infi- 
dels: —that is, from the Mohammedans. On the battle banners of the latter 
a weapon, the crescent, was seen. The Christians countered by making the 
Cross the rallying symbol of their armies and made defense of the Cross 

' the motive for invasion of foreign lands. 

. A second resemblance is found in the fact that principles were involved 
which reflect our Lord’s teachings. The defense of rights to which all man- 
kind has access and the defeat of powers claiming superiority over less 
militant nations justified American and Canadian expeditions in defense of 
the Cross. . 

A third similarity can be cited: it relates to the victories achieved. The 
- Crusaders overthrew the Saracen forces, captured Jerusalem, and set up a 
government with the Holy City as its capital. The crusaders of our genera- 
tion have also been successful, and democracies are in process of establish- 

_ ment in Europe and in the Far East. One hopes that these twentieth cen- 
tury institutions will not suffer the fate of the Kingdom of Jerusalem. 
There jealousies among European leaders so weakened their government as 
to enable the Mohammedans to recapture and hold Palestine, Syria, and 


' even a part of Europe itself. 
#, 
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THE CHURCH 


INTHE nEWS..------ “4y G Elson Kigh 


Lutherans roughly treated in Poland 

PROTESTANT communities are being 
liquidated in sections of eastern Ger- 
many which have been given to Poland, 
reports Dr. Stewart W. Herman, Jr. In 
some sections of Silesia even Lutheran 
congregations of Polish nationality are 
receiving violent treatment. 

Ewart E. Turner, Religious News 
Service correspondent in Berlin, says 
that at least five German pastors are in 
Polish prisons in Upper Silesia. Ser- 
mons in the German language are for- 
bidden in most Silesian communities. 

Poland is trying to eliminate German 
influence from areas recently acquired. 
Dr. Herman says that Protestant pas- 
tors are being thrown out of Danzig. 
Their churches are being given to Ro- 
man Catholic priests, along with par- 
sonages, parish records, altar orna- 
ments, and even ministerial robes. 

Mr. Turner states that Protestant 
churches in five Silesian cities—Beu- 
then, Oppeln, Kattowitz, Lauranuette, 
and Tarnowitz—have been given to 
Polish Catholics. The deaconess home 
of the German Inner Mission at Miec- 
howitz has been placed under Catholic 
control, he says. Catholic priests have 
taken over the Protestant church in 
Zantoch, Brandenburg province, and 
St. Marien Church in Landsberg. 

The Polish Catholic Press Agency in 
London denies reports of transfer of 
Lutheran churches to the Catholics. 


Polish government to transfer Church 
Po.isH authorities are preparing a 
decree of incorporation of the German- 
speaking Evangelical Church of Silesia 
into the Polish Lutheran Church, Ewart 
Turner reports from Berlin. 
Two Polish commissioners for Prot- 


estant church affairs are said to have 
opened offices in Silesia, one in Breslau 
and the other in Kattowitz. German 
Catholics are also to be transferred to 
Polish church authority. 


Several million will die 

“Wer know that several million of our 
people will not survive this winter,” 
declared Bishop Otto Dibelius in a ser- 
mon at Johannes Church, Lichterfelde, 
a Berlin suburb, on September 30. 

“In eastern Germany, those farmers 
still on their farms behold empty stalls 
and bins, and fields going to weeds, be- 
cause farm implements were carried 
away,” he continued. 

The bishop spoke at a Thanksgiving 
Day service. People packed the church | 
to capacity, with several hundred left. 
outside. 

In Brandenberg province, of which 
Bishop Dibelius is Evangelical Church 
superintendent, pastors remain seated’ 
to preach their sermons, because star- 
vation has made them too weak to) 
stand. 

Bishop Dibelius appealed to his peo-. 
ple to share their slim rations with: 
more than a million refugees who have: 
crowded into the Berlin areas from the: 
Polish-occupied provinces. He said! 
that in a small Brandenberg town: 
which he visited recently he found the: 
pastor and the entire congregation pro-. 
viding relief daily to hundreds of! 


refugees. 


“We do not pray for more than daily, 
bread,” said the bishop. “We pray, 
neither for fuel for the winter, nor for 
the dwellings we once had. ... The 
most meager daily bread is God’s gift 
of grace, and the church in this hour 
calls on the people to use this experi- 
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Pastor HEINRICH GRUBER, liaison 
man between the Evangelical 
Church and the Allied occupation 
authorities in Berlin. He was a 
prisoner of the Nazis during the 
war. 

Photo by Religious News Service 


ence of hunger to draw close to the 
One who is the true bread of life.” 


End of German theology 

“THe Nazi experiment brought to a 
decisive close the long period in which 
German religious thought ‘played a 
dominant part in shaping of Western 
Christian thought,” says Dr. L. J. Trin- 
terud, religious book editor of the 
Westminster Press in the Protestant 
Voice. 

“For over a century Germany had 
exercised an almost determining in- 
_fluence upon the religious thought of 

both Great Britain and the United 
States.” It was largely through the vast 
religious literature produced in Ger- 
many that this influence was exerted, 
says Dr. Trinterud. 

“The old confidence in the integrity 
of German scholarship on the part of 
British and American churchmen has 
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gone. ... A new scholarly basic re- 
ligious literature must arise in Amer- 
ica. ... A wholly different kind of lit-— 
erature will have to emerge from the 
church-owned religious publishing 
houses of our nation,” says Dr. Trin- 
terud. Christian scholars in this coun- 
try and those who control the policy of 
the church-owned press must unite in 
this task. 


Separation of Church and State 


ANOTHER voice has been raised in 
support of greater independence from 
the state for the Norwegian Lutheran 
Church in the postwar years. - @ 

John Dietrichsen, who served as 
temporary chairman of the Provisional 
Church Council when Prof. Ole Chris- 
tian Hallesby was interned by the 
Nazis, has expressed the belief that the 
Church should seek wider freedom for 
its activities. 

Recently, Bishop Eivind Berggrav, 
primate of the Norwegian Church, re- 
vealed that church laws would be re- 
vised to provide for greater separation 
between Church and State. 


Missionaries wanted for China 

“THE greatest missionary opportunity 
since the day of Pentecost” exists now 
in China, according to the Rev. Edward 
Sovik, chairman of the Lutheran 
United Mission Conference. The con- 
ference consists of missionaries to 
China from the Norwegian Lutheran 
Church in America. At a meeting of 
the conference in Minneapolis a re- 
quest was made to the NLC to send 115 
missionaries to China. 

Dr. Daniel Nelson, Lutheran World 
Action representative in Chungking, 
declares that “the Lutheran Church 
should have one thousand missionaries 
in China after the war.” 

This is a 40 percent increase over the 
pre-war missionary personnel. At the 
end of 1944 there were 177 men and 296 
women among the Lutheran mission- 
ary forces left in China. 


IN THE WORLD'S EVE 


Among the things that can be told 
now is the story of the miniature war 
plant underneath the Central Hall of 
Britain’s House of Parliament. It was 
devoted to the developing of special 
new instruments of precision for com- 
batting raids. Begun shortly after the 
fall of Singapore, it ran day and night 
gntil the raids finally ended. A great 
deal of the work done was “part-time,” 
the efforts of “men over 70, girls under 
20, husbands and wives, mothers and 
daughters, Parliamentary counselors, 
policemen, civil servants, and even 
members of the Parliamentary kitchen 


staff.” All these were busy with many 


other things in the neighborhood. Shifts 
changed every three or four hours. In 
1944 alone 74,000 man-hours were 
worked. Some taking part came in for 
a few hours after the exacting duties 
of Parliament; others dropped in from 
their duties elsewhere to give a few un- 
expected fractions of time. Even dur- 
ing the raids, though the place was ex- 
ceedingly vulnerable, the work was 
kept going. The number of articles as- 
sembled, inspected and sent from this 
tiny plant ran above 1,000,000. 


The Spanish press is making the most 
out of the alleged comments of one of 
our Congressmen, Louis C. Rabaut 
(Dem. of Michigan). A daily of Seville 
quoted Mr. Rabaut as saying: “Spain is 
a country which economically and so- 
cially has been preserved better than 
any other country in Europe, and has 
a higher level of life, something like 
Switzerland. . . . Spain is an industrial 
country of great potentialities eco- 
nomically, but it is principally a coun- 
try of flowers—above all, Andalusia 
and Sevilla. Spaniards know how to 
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enjoy life better than Americans. We 
live more feverishly, but do not enjoy 
life as much as the Spaniards.” If Mr. 
Rabaut was correctly quoted, he must 
have been dining very well indeed and 
been overwhelmed with bouquets. 
Naturally he would not have seen the 
many thousands of political prisoners 
held without trial, the outstretched 
hands of innumerable beggars, the cit- 
izens who are starving because of the 
economic breakdown in Spain, the 
cities still in ruins because of Franco’s 
Fascist friends now happily elimi- 
nated. They are all there, but they must 
have been covered with flowers. Per- 
haps Mr. Rabaut has a background that 
would explain his point of view. 


The World continues to move on in 
space and time despite the latest proph- 
ecies of doom by C. G. Long. This 
senile head of the self-imagined “Rem- 
nant Church of God” is just the cur- 
rent predictor of “the earth’s disap- 
pearance in a roar of split atoms.” (It’s 
easy to tell where Mr. Long got his 
vocabulary!) Mr. Long was cautious. 
He chose four moments in time. Two. 
have already failed. One is safely 
hedged by being located in “Jerusalem 
time”; another (September 29) will 
have come when this paragraph reaches 
the reader. The prediction is reputed 
to be based upon a vision (it may have 
been a nightmare) seven years ago. 
But there are other ways of making 
religion ridiculous in the eyes of a 
thoughtless world. Though Lewis Ford, 
a lay preacher in the rural Grasshop- 
per community of Tennessee, died of 
rattlesnake bite a few weeks ago, be- 
cause, according to the terms of the 
bizarre faith propagated there, he be- 
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lieved he could handle live rattle- 
snakes with impunity to the glory of 
God, the cult is still continuing to trou- 
ble the community. What a travesty 
on religion both these crazes present! 
And what a tragedy that these crazes 
‘can always find followers! 


The Agitation for some measure of 
self-rule is finding universal expres- 
sion, but with varied chances of suc- 
_cess. The more significant ones are the 
movements toward practical independ- 
ence in several of Britain’s dominions 
_—Canada, Australia and New Zealand. 
Canada, for instance, is planning a na- 
tional flag of its own and a full Cana- 
‘dian citizenship, dissociating its pop- 
ulation as “British subjects.” Rae 
has been forced to abandon her polic 
of empire trade preferentials by Can- 
ada, India and Australia, because these 
dominions have become highly indus- 
trialized during the late war, and they 
want to deal independently with their 
wares and not be bound to buy Brit- 
ish-made goods, or by a sterling bloc. 
The little Crown colony of Gibraltar 
wants to be a more important part of 
Britain, with representatives in Parlia- 
ment. France will have serious dif- 
ficulty in re-establishing even a small 
part of her pre-war power in Indo- 
China. The Dutch East Indies will be- 
come practically independent (in every- 
thing but foreign policies); this with 
the full co-operation of the Nether- 
lands. As early as 1922 the word “co- 
lonial” was dropped from the Dutch 
Constitution. Others are not likely to 
be so successful—such as the Libyan 
chiefs in Cyrenaica and Tripolitania, 
-who are asking for “complete inde- 
pendence,” and the Japanese, who have 
asked to have New Guinea handed over 
to them as an overflow land for “the 
peaceful Japanese nation.” They think 
the request reasonable, since “the 
Dutch are not actually using New 
Guinea, then surely they would ap- 
‘prove Japan’s taking it over.” 
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Among the horror tales of Axis 
atrocities we are likely to lose sight of 
the largest and most hideous of them 
all. From the very beginnings of 
Japan’s attempted conquest of China, 
she set in operation the deadliest of her 
weapons, one that would rob her vic- 
tims not only of bodily, but also of 
mental and moral powers—opium. This 
was not merely presented as a tempta- 
tion to misery-burdened Chinese; its 
use was often forced upon them with 
the purpose of destroying any lingering 
powers of opposition. The result is re- 
vealed in the report of the Opium Sup- 
pression Committee of China’s Ministry 
of the Interior, which states that there 
are at least 32,000,000 narcotic addicts 
in the zones of Japanese former oc- 
cupation. The Committee has taken 
the strongest possible action to stamp 
out the opium fields, destroy the re- 
maining stocks, and to attempt the cure 


of the addicts. 


Haile Selassie has offered what seems 
on the surface the most reasonable 
solution of what to do with Italy’s 
African colonies. He says that since 
the territories of Eritrea and Somali- 
land had been “incontestibly belonging 
to the Ethiopian Empire since before 
the Christian era and stolen through 
Italian aggression,” they should be re- 
stored to Ethiopia. Selassie’s historical 
claims may not be strictly accurate, for 
boundaries have strange fits of wander- 
ing during the ages, and rulers are 
often afflicted with diplomatic amnesia. 
Nevertheless, the suggestion has the 
happy appropriateness of being a suit- 
able recompense for what Ethiopia suf- 
fered at the hands of Italy, and would 
furnish an out from the uncomfortable 
“simmes” of Russia. Certainly Britain 
and the other interested nations of 
western Europe could relax. Unfor- 
tunately, in this time of recurring 
power politics, Ethiopia has no power 
cards or pressure to lay on the diplo- 
matic table. 


SHALL WE GO ALONG? 


By OSCAR W. CARLSON, Secretary of Evangelism, 


Board of Social Missions 


A new and larger evangelistic awakening is gripping the churches of America. 
Some conception of the present evangelistic movement can be formed from 
the following data. Twenty-four denominations affiliated with the Federal Coun- 
cil of Churches support Commissions, Boards, or Departments of Evangelism. 
Sixteen of these groups have from one to twelve people devoting all their time 


to promoting evangelistic work among 
their congregations. Several denomina- 
tions are working toward the goal of 
an evangelism worker in each state or 
similar area. 

Without question, there is an impres- 
sive earnestness on the part of the 
Christian churches of America to ex- 
ecute the task which Christ has set be- 
fore them. The Methodist Church, for 
example, has taken for its 1946 goal the 
winning of 1,000,000 new members and 
the establishment of 500 new congrega- 
tions, to which it has geared the suc- 
cessful administrative machinery of its 
current “Crusade for Christ” as well as 
its large and ably staffed General Board 
of Evangelism. 


Personal Work Necessary 

The character of this new evangelism 
commands respect. It is evangelical; it 
is personal; it is social. The aim is no 
less than our own, to redeem men 
through the Gospel in order that they 
might be Christ’s, live under Him in 
His Kingdom, and to serve Him in the 
life of our own times. Plans call for 
much personal work. This work is to 
be done primarily by laymen, directed 
and stimulated by the pastors. The in- 
terest in some form of-sound instruc- 
tion in Christian doctrine is most en- 
couraging, The emphasis in general 
has changed from the professional 
evangelist to the congregation as the 
evangelistic force to win people to 
Christian faith and life. Not since the 
first century of the Christian Church 
have so many laymen and lay women 


practiced the doctrine of priesthood of 
believers. 

Dr. Paul Scherer announced the 
spirit of the new evangelism when he 
wrote in his book, “For We Have This 
Treasure” (Harper & Brothers), “To 
me it has become increasingly obvious 
that there is not much room left in the 
church for people who are content to 
occupy its pews as disciples only. The 
living Word of God is nobody’s ap- 
pointed prerogative; it is nobody’s in- 
herited possession; it is everybody’s 
shared and common responsibility.” The 
acceptance of this interpretation is giv- 
ing new life and new power to the 
Church. 

Out of this evangelistic movement 
may develop a united Christian front, 
which is both the hope and the despair 
of all who believe that Christ meant 
what He prayed, “That they may also. 
be one in us, that the world may be- 
lieve that thou hast sent me.” What a 
glorious day when we hasten the an- 
swering of His prayer. 

The Federal Council of Churches, 
through its Department of Evangelism 
and in co-operation with the Boards, 
Commissions or Departments of Evan- 
gelism of the affiliated denominations, is 
launching a program of lay evangelism 
for 1946 and 1947. It is laying special 
emphasis on the value of the pre- 
Lenten and Lenten seasons. Each de- 
nomination is working out its own 
methods and procedures. The co- 
operation lies solely in the common 
emphasis on the use of trained laymen 
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in bringing the unchurched to the de- 
cision which will result in their con- 
fession of Jesus Christ according to the 
theology and practice of each group. 
There is no compromise and no union- 
ism. Each in its own traditions is called 
upon to take the Gospel to people 
where they live and work and keep 
tryst with mysteries which only the 
Light of Christ clarifies and satisfies. 
Shall we go along? Can we stay out? 
Lutheranism in its acute and creative 
form is profoundly evangelistic. Not 


many will be converted from darkness 
to light, from American paganism to 
Christian faith, unless we literally go 
to make our share of disciples for 
Christ. The high expectations held 
upon us by others who appreciate the 
strength of the Church of the Reforma- — 
tion will never be realized unless we 
go. The extent to which we understand 
the intent, purpose, and destiny of our 
Lutheran heritage will measure how 
far we will go along in bringing Christ 
to America. 


LAYMEN IN ENTIRE CHARGE 


CLARENCE C. STOUGHTON, 


ecutive Director of ULCA Laymen's 


Movement for Stewardship, Describes ‘Deeply Earnest and Real’ Conference 


Ninety Lutheran laymen put their 
work, their professions, their business, 
and their pleasures behind them for the 
week-end of September 21-23 and re- 
tired to a spot of surpassing beauty and 
quiet on Fourth Lake in the Adiron- 
dacks, New York, for intense spiritual 
thinking and contemplation. It was the 
second annual Lutheran Laymen’s Re- 
treat of the Central Conference of the 
United Lutheran Synod of New York. 

Intense, it was, too. I was there, and 
I came away feeling that few times in 
my life had I experienced any spiritual 
venture that was so deeply earnest and 
real as this one. These men were seek- 
ing with all their strength for a new 
appreciation of their Church and for a 
closer walk with their God. If we could 
but have 100 such laymen’s retreats 
next year, I thought, what a difference 
it would make in our great United Lu- 
theran Church! And they are so easily 
organized that such a dream is not at 
all starry-eyed. 

It all came about because a layman, 
awakened to a new sense of apprecia- 
fion of his church, asked his pastor 
whether there were not some place he 
night go for a summer course of study 
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concerning the church and its mission 
—something designed for the average 
layman. The pastor addressed was Dr. 
Arnold F. Keller of Redeemer Church, 
Witica-sNasve 


An Opportunity Seized 

“Was there no summer school in one 
of the seminaries?” asked the layman. 

“No,” was the answer. 

“No summer assembly, no summer 
college sessions?” 

“No,” again. 

“No laymen’s retreat?” queried the 
interested church. member. 

Dr. Keller started to answer that one, 
“No,” too, but then changed his mind. 

“Wait a minute,” he said. “There'll 
be a lJaymen’s retreat this fall. And 
then he proceeded to organize one. That 
was in the fali of 1944. He persuaded 
Dr. Cari C. Rasmussen of Gettysburg 
Seminary and Dr. Frederick R. Knubel, 
president of the United Synod of New 
York, to be the leaders. Fifty-four men 
attended. Virtually every one of them 
that could came back again this year. 

These laymen took over an entire 
hotel—it was after the usual summer 
season. Each paid a fee of $15. This 
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covered their room and board and a 
small registration fee. And many gave 
up their-earnings for the period they 
were in session. They meant business! 

The program was carefully planned 
by a program committee of laymen sit- 
ting with Dr. Keller. From that point 
on the laymen handled every detail of 
the retreat. No clergymen, by Dr. 
Keller’s express rule, may be present. 
The laymen must feel free to express 
themselves and confer with the leaders 
without the slightest embarrassment. 
They led the devotions that preceded 
every conference session; they presided 
over the splendid opening hymn sing 
Friday evening; they chaired each con- 
ference gathering. 

The Saturday program included two 
sessions in the morning, two in the af- 
ternoon, and an open forum period in 
the evening when the men could ask 
any questions that were bothering 
them. This year the sessions on “Evan- 
gelism” were led by Dr. Carl C. Ras- 
mussen—the men insisted on his return 
—and those on “Stewardship” were led 
by me. I can testify to the insistent 
searching and the utter consecration of 
these laymen. 


Sunday's Program 


The Sunday schedule included a 
Bible class, of which I was the teacher, 


followed by the main service, with Dr. 
Keller as liturgist and Dr. Rasmussen 
as the preacher. No one will soon for- 
get that sermon of penetrating sim- 
plicity on, “Faith Makes a Difference.” 
An open brotherhood meeting in the 
afternoon closed the retreat. 

Men came from Syracuse, Utica, 
Gloversville, Johnstown, Binghamton. 
Those farthest away had a drive of 
about 100 miles; the nearest was about 
fifty miles. 

Almost every synodical conference in 
the ULCA could organize a retreat 
similar to this one. A mountain hotel 
is excellent, but a lakeside camp, or a 
college campus, or any place where 
men can actually get away from their 
accustomed environment, will do. Then 
should follow the same careful and. 
early planning that these New York: 
laymen practiced. Then let the Holy: 
Spirit do His work. 

I am sure Dr. Keller would give help) 
to the limit of his ability to any group) 
that wants to plan such a retreat. The» 
ULCA stewardship office will likewise: 
give such assistance as it can. And! 
those laymen will give generously off 
their time to tell of their experience 
and to offer generous aid. This, to 
them, was an exciting and rewarding 
spiritual quest. It can be for any others 
who want it. 


TO A PATIENT 


By N. WILLISON 


WHEN in the night the darkness melts in moonlight 
That scatters glimmers on the river’s face, 
When gallant trees stand guard along the highway, 
Is life not good though run at slower pace? 


When in your weariness you find a pillow 


That gently takes you to the realm of sleep, 
Is it not good to see in dream-like visions 
That Christ the Life in life your life will steep? 


Saskatoon, Canada. 


Japan’s Great Christian Interviewed 


Member of Newly Formed Cabinet and Trusted Leader Advises 
Fellow Christians in the United States. 


By FREDERICK J. LIPP, Navy Correspondent in Japan. 


_ Among the Japanese people the name 
of Kagawa is as beloved as the name 
Abraham Lincoln among Americans. 
He is one of the great Christian leaders 
and thinkers of the world. During the 
war he was arrested twice, but was al- 
lowed to continue preaching in his own 
pastorate of Kamikitazawa, a small 
suburb of Tokyo. The military circle 
of Japan dared not imprison or execute 


Kagawa because of his eae 


among the people. It would have been 
useless to imprison or execute a man 
who has already experienced prison 
and the threat of death, and who fears 
neither. 
- Today in Japan Kagawa holds an im- 
portant advisory position in the newly 
formed cabinet. It is the healthiest sign 
among the many which point toward a 
democratic renaissance within the na- 
tion. 
_ We met Kagawa in the little kinder- 
garten which is a part of his Kamikita- 
zawa church. He lives there with his 
family, having given his house and 
property to those of the neighborhood 
who had been bombed out. He shook 
hands with us, and his grip was strong 
and filled with warmth and friendship. 
He had grown thin and sunken during 
the war years: there was scarcely any 
resemblance between him and the pho- 
tographs of five years ago, beyond the 
same intensity in the eyes and the gen- 
eral expression of a man who had un- 
dergone great spiritual suffering and 
emerged triumphant. 

It was his secretary who whispered 
to me, “Dr. Kagawa has changed so 
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much. Especially during the past 
months. He is so thin. He gets so lit- 
tle sleep. But you can see how poised 
and calm he is. It is because he lives 
deeply through Christ.” 

Dr. Kagawa seated himself, and we 
gathered about him. Like any press 
conference, there were an unlimited 
number of questions to ask and a lim- 
ited time in which to ask them. 


Message to American Christians 

I concentrated on one question: 
What message can I give to the Ameri- 
can Christians? What can they do to 
help Japan and the Christians in Ja- 
pan? Dr. Kagawa looked at me thought- 
fully. At last he said: 

“They must repent. Just as the peo- 
ple of. Japan must repent, so must the 
people of America. There can never be 
brotherhood without repentance on 
both sides.” 

I asked, “What can we do tangibly? 
Do you want teachers, missionaries?” 

“We want missionaries,” said Dr. 
Kagawa, “only if they will work side 
by side with the Japanese Christians 
and not try to lead or direct us as 
members of a conquering nation.” 

Then he explained. Through suffer- 
ing, privation and death, Japanese 
Christians have been forced to go un- 
derground during the war. They have 
been prepared slowly, deepened spirit- 
ually, and are now ready for the work 
of evangelism as never before. The 
progress of Christianity in Japan, just 
as the progress of democracy, must 
spring from the people themselves. 
They have the spiritual power and the 
leadership. The missionaries they need 

(Continued on page 19) 


A PSALM-INSPIRED HYMN 


JOSEPH H. GILMORE, Baptist Clergyman, 


Wrote “He Leadeth Me" after 
Meditation on Twenty-third Psalm 


By ELMER SCHULTZ GERHARD 


Fine shafts and monuments have 
been erected, and tablets and plaques 
have been inscribed and placed to com- 
memorate great events and achieve- 
ments, and to keep fresh the memory 
of those who took part. The names of 
famous men and women have been en- 
tered on the scroll of the Hall of Fame. 
But to be author of a hymn which has 
virtually sung itself around the world 
and has been translated into foreign 
tongues, given new courage to the liv- 
ing, and strengthened the faith of the 
dying, is enough to give the author an 
assured place in the hearts and affec- 
tions of a grateful people. Such grat- 
itude sinks deeper and is more lasting 
than all the embellishments on stone 
and iron. 


“Tis only noble to be good. 
Kind hearts are more than coronets, 
And simple faith than Norman blood.” 


Surely it is a noble distinction to be 
the author of a hymn which has found 
a place among the songs of the Church; 
but when both the hymn and its au- 
thor are commemorated by a plaque, or 
tablet, placed on the very spot where 
the soul of the author poured itself 
out, it might be taken as a double as- 
surance of eternal remembrance. Such 
a distinction, we are led to believe, 
has come only to the subject of our 
sketch. 


The Author a New Englander 

Joseph Henry Gilmore (1834-1918) 
was born in Boston, Mass. His father 
was Governor of New Hampshire, 1863- 
1865. After the young man had grad- 
uated from Brown University and 
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Author of 
the Hymn 


from the Newton Baptist Theological 
Seminary, he was for a time private: 
secretary to his father while governor. 
He later served as pastor of several 
Baptist churches. In 1868 he became 
professor of English in the University; 
of Rochester, N. Y., which position he 
held until his retirement in 1908. He 
was in turn Baptist minister, hymn 
writer and college professor. He wrote 
several hymns, but only one, “He Lead— 
eth Me! O Blessed Thought!” became 
truly famous. He composed it while 
serving as supply pastor in the First 
Baptist Church in Philadelphia, Pa., 
in 1862. 

The church edifice has long since 
disappeared from the busy corner of 
Broad and Arch Streets in Philadel— 
phia, and in its place stands the large 
office building of the United Gas Im- 
provement Company. The officers ofi 
the company, contrary to the usual 
practice of obliterating all traces of his- 
torical significance in removing cher- 
ished landmarks, showed not only 4 
sense of propriety, but also a rever- 
ence for things of the spirit. They 
placed a fine bronze tablet of goodly 
size on the office building in memory 
of the author of this famous hymn. AI 
of the first stanza is inscribed thereon: 
The officers of the company are de- 
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serving of the lasting gratitude of all 
lovers of church music and of the great 
body of church-going people of Phila- 
delphia for this thoughtful and benev- 
olent act. 


A Wednesday Evening Theme 

The occasion of the writing of this 
hymn—like that of many famous hymns 
—came about as the result of a sudden 
inspiration. At such times, it would 
‘seem, a divine afflatus suddenly takes 
possession of the writer. Mr. Gilmore 
wrote the hymn almost impromptu. He 
has given an account of how he came 
to write it. In the spring of 1862 he 
was supply pastor for several Sundays 
in the First Baptist Church. At the 
Wednesday evening service he gave a 
exposition of the Twenty-third Psalm, 
which he had given on former occa- 
sions. But this time, he says, he got no 
farther than the words, “He leadeth 
me.” The words took hold of him as 
never before. He realized that God’s 
leadership is the one significant fact in 
human experience. It makes no differ- 
ence how or whither we are led, just 
so we are sure that God is leading us. 
After the service he returned to his 
place of entertainment, where a dis- 
cussion continued concerning the 
thought he had emphasized. He then 
and there wrote the hymn as it stands 
today, and handed it to his wife, and 
thought no more about it. 


Popular from the Beginning 

_ His wife, without his knowing it, sent 
it to a paper in Boston, where it was 
first printed. Three years later, 1865, 
Mr. Gilmore went to Rochester to 
preach as a candidate in a Baptist 
church. He opened a hymn book, and 
the first hymn that met his eyes was, 
“He Leadeth Me.” He had never known 
that it had been set to music and found 
a place in church hymnals. It stands 
today as it was written, except the last 
two lines of the refrain, which were 
slightly modified by William B. Brad- 
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bury, who also set it to the music which 
did so much to promote its popularity 
and acceptance; for words alone will 
not carry a hymn through. 

This famous hymn is found in the 
Baptist and Episcopal hymnals and in 
others, and in any number of “best se- 
lections” of hymns and in popular 
hymnals. Many people wrote to him 
testifying to the comfort and help they 
received from it. Among these was a 


The First Baptist Church stood at the 
corner that is now occupied by the 


U.G.|. Building 


former student, who said it was the 
favorite hymn of Japanese Christians. 
On one occasion a Chinaman was 
brought into court for renting a build- 
ing to Christians who were conducting 
an opium refuge. He tried to justify 
his actions by saying that Christians 
prayed and sang hymns. Thereupon the 
judge asked him for a specimen; and 
the Chinaman, to show the judge what 
a Christian hymn is, sang this hymn. 

As an expression of submissive faith, 
nothing finer has been written. Based 
as it is on the Twenty-third Psalm, its 
appeal to the God of mercies for guid- 
ance becomes very personal. 
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HAPPENINGS IN THE HOME 


UNDERSTANDING THE ADOLESCENT 


@ Bill, my 16-year-old son, is a good scout. 
But he is so taken up with his own inter- 
ests—some of which do not amount to very 
much—that I can hardly get him to help 
with chores around the house. With three 
younger children in the family, there is 
plenty to be done, and I think that he as 
the oldest ought to give considerable help. 
I get him to do semething, but if I don’t 
watch him he disappears so fast when it is 
done that I can hardly get hold of him for 
the next piece of work. If I ask him to 
come back to do something else, he is 
grouchy and complains that I am not fair. 
He is always anxious to get away to go 
somewhere and do something with the 
boys, and he seems to have no time for 
more important things. Are all boys like 
that? Or is Bill more irresponsible than 
others? Don’t you think he ought to give 
more help? 


You have brought a problem which 
is very common. There are two sides 
to it. Have you tried to put yourself in 
Bill’s place? He is a healthy boy, active, 
eager to do many things, with lots of 
friends whom he enjoys, with a new 
sense of freedom and a desire to make 
his own plans, and with his own sense 
of what is fair and what is not. You 
state that he resents being called back 
‘to do an additional job after he has 
completed one. Had you told him in 
advance that there was an additional 
job to be done? Or did you spring it 
on him without warning? That makes 
a lot of difference. Adolescents com- 
plain a great deal about their parents 
making demand after demand, in im- 
promptu style, without any planning in 
advance. Most of them express willing- 
ness to help their parents; they admit 
that it is fair; they say that they want 


14 


by Earl 8 Radesill 


to help. But they resent the fact that: 
so many parents do not consult them 
in advance, that they do not know what 
is expected of them until they start 
doing something else and are then in- 
terrupted. 

In most cases these youngsters are 
fair-minded and willing to co-operate 
if they are approached and dealt with 
in the right way. Try a plan of this 
sort: Look ahead and determine as 
fully as possible all the chores you will 
desire Bill to perform in his free time 
during the next week. Be as careful as 
possible so that as little as possible may 
need to be added later. Include a half 
hour for extra or miscellaneous er- 
rands. Write out the list with the neces- 
sary details. Indicate those items which 
should have first consideration, and 
those which may be done later. Then 
sit down with Bill and talk it over with 
him calmly and sympathetically. As far 
as possible, leave it to him to make his 
own schedule, but have an understand- 
ing that they will all be performed by 
a certain time. That will show him that 
you are ready to co-operate, that you 
value his time, that he has a lot of 
freedom in planning, and that he will 
know in advance what is expected anc 
how much time he will have for hi: 
own interests and activities. 


A YOUTHFUL LOVE AFFAIR 


@ My daughter of 17 years is a freshmar 
in college. The school is located just forty 
miles from our home. She is not doing 
very well in her school work. Whether i 
is because she is not able to do it or be- 
cause she is preoccupied with a love affai 
I am not sure. If she does not do bette 
soon, she will probably be dropped by th 


college. That would be a great disappoint: 
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ment. But the thing that worries me most 
of all is this love affair. 

_ She has been going with a service man 
who is 23. He seems to be violently in 
love with her, and he is determined to 
have her. He wants her to marry him 
right away. He will probably be sent over- 


promise to the effect that if they are 
still determined to have one another 
when he returns from the service, you 
will not make further objection, pro- 
vided that meets with your approval. 
You are in possession of many facts 
of which the writer is completely 


seas soon. She is ready to marry him. 
Because of the difference in their ages, the 
possibility that he may return badly crip- 


ignorant: 
It is very doubtful whether that 
compromise will be acceptable to the 


pled, and the girl’s immaturity and mud- 
-dle-headedness, my husband and I are do- 
ing everything possible to keep them from 
marrying. We have had several talks with 
_ them, and they have not all been pleasant. 
: Is it right for them to go ahead and be 


couple. It is very likely that they will 
insist on marrying and will carry out 
their intention regardless of your 
wishes. If she is under-age in your 
state, they may go to another state. 
Do not use physical force to stop them. 


married? What more can we do to pre- 
vent the marriage? 

Not infrequently it happens that : 
girl as young as your daughter, courte 
by a young man somewhat older, is 
swept off her feet. The uniform has 
probably accentuated that tendency. 
She is really not old enough, and has 
not had enough varied experience to 
make a valid decision. For the good of 
all, the marriage ought to be postponed. 
If she were five years older, that point 
might not be so clear; but in this case 
it is. 

It appears that you have done about 
all you can do to get the couple to see 
all angles of the problem clearly. When 
unpleasantness came into your discus- 
sion, the possibility of parental influ- 
ence bringing a change was very much 
reduced. That has probably made both 
boy and girl more determined. The 
only thing which might have proved ef- 
fective you seem not to have done. 
And there is little use of talking about 
it. If you and your husband had 
through the years helped the girl bet- 
ter to understand boy-girl relations, to 
develop a level-headedness in such 
matters, to be open-minded toward 
your suggestions, you would be in a 
stronger position. 

_ Try to get the whole matter back on 
a pleasant basis, if the unpleasantness 
‘has not gone too far. Work for a com- 
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If a marriage it must be, try to accom- 
modate yourselves to it, and help them 
to make a success of it. 


FOR SUCCESSFUL MARRIAGE 


@ What suggestions or principles may be 
offered tc newlyweds for success in mar- 


‘riage? 


1. Grve God first place in life. Join a 
church and be loyal to it. 

2. Start family worship and grace at 
meals at once; don’t give them up. 

3. Make married life an unending 
courtship in all respects. 

4. Talk all matters over candidly, and 
try to understand one another’s view- 
point. 

5. Do everything to build mutual 
confidence, and do nothing to break it. 

6. Let each be aware of his own 
faults and ready to forgive those of the 
other. 

7. Never discuss your differences in 
the presence of neighbors or strangers. 

8. Show appreciation of one another’s 
good points; reassure one another of 
love. 

9. Deal intelligently with the plan- 
ning of your family and family life. 

10. Try to be worthy parents, show 
your devotion to your family, and en- 
deavor to learn the ways of better 
parenthood. 

These are important, but to them 
many others may be added. 


15 


MUSINGS OF A 


MINISTER‘S 


WIFE 
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SHY DREAM— The Lathrops prepare “A Mailing” 


Tue children’s voices had a bell-like 
quality as they called to each other on 
their way to school. I tried to identify 
the different kinds of bells, but after 
deciding that Mark’s new pseudo-bass 
was nearer a cowbell than anything 
else, I gave up for more practical mat- 
ters. 

The day was perfect for airing wool- 
ens. I opened the hall closet and stood 
looking into it. 

“Mercy,” said Jerry, “if they’re as 
bad as that, throw them all out and 
start fresh.” 

“That glassy glare means that ’m 
trying to decide what to do about 
things. Do I clean this house as usual 
and put everything back in its place? 
Do-I start to pack as I clean? Or do I 
postpone everything until you hear 
from Eastwick?” 

“Postpone everything, of course. I’ve 
never had a more cordial reception 
anywhere than I had there last week.” 

I dropped on to a straight chair and 
looked up at Jerry, who was leaning 
against the newel post polishing his 
glasses. “T still can’t decide,” I laughed, 
“whether you are really as humble as 
you sound or whether you are a hum- 
bug.” 

“There you go again. I thought I had 
explained in words of one syllable that 
humility has nothing to do with a sit- 
uation of this kind. Here I am—as I 
seem to have said before—serving a 
congregation that I like but that seems 
to have hit a temporary plateau. If I 
stay here I can push and pull and goad 
them into a new advance, but I feel that 
a new man could do it just as well or 
better. The congregation at Eastwick 
needs a pastor. The field there has as 
many opportunities as Bordenville— 
perhaps a few more—and the people 
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are set to work right along with their’ 
new pastor. I should like to be that; 
man. But if for any reason they should. 
feel I am not the sort of person they’ 
want, I simply renew my efforts here.. 
Or if you want it in homiletical) 
terms—.” 

“I don’t. But I’m glad you weren't) 
around when Mr. Benson told me that: 
he wouldn’t blame you for leaving} 
Bordenville if you had a chance to bet-. 
ter yourself. As Mark would say, you. 
might have pushed his teeth down his} 
throat.” 

“Our son does sound bloodthirsty ' 
these days. But Mr. Benson’s remark} 
wouldn’t bother me. I’ve heard it too 
often. I’m only sorry I didn’t tell him. 
where I was going, but I thought that: 
if I told Mr. Milland that would be) 
enough.” 

“Well, I never want to live through | 
another such Sunday. Having you away 
from your own pulpit in October was} 
so unusual that everyone wanted an) 
explanation. Even the fact that we were | 
having a special Harvest Home speaker | 
didn’t keep Mrs. French from looking 
a bit skeptical.” 

“Oh, well, that can’t be helped. 
There’s no use advertising the matter; 
but after all, the pastor-congregational 
relationship is not so bride-and-groomy 
that he cannot consider another con- 
gregation without being unfaithful.” 

“Well, this isn’t getting us anywhere, 
I fear. If you won’t let me pack, I just 
can’t put these things out on the line.” 

“And don’t you feel sad about that! 
Come along with me and help me get 
these envelopes stuffed and in the mail. 
Pastors come and go, but the Every 
Member Visitation must go on.” 

“What happened to your Luther 
League committee?” I asked as we as- 
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sembled material ready for “stuffing.” 
- “Evaporated. They worked a few 
times. Then each of them had a reason 
for not appearing. Too many lessons, 
mostly. They meant well; but you 
know how young people are.” 

“Young people?” 

“People, if you prefer. Most of them 
volunteer to fill some sort of need, but 
as soon as something else comes up 
that appeals to them they are gone. 
Every church ought to have more vol- 
unteer service; but I can’t help liking 
the idea of having a parish secretary at 
Eastwick.” 

: “Even though you have to share an 
office with her?” 

-~ “Only until the new building is com- 
pleted. The architect’s plans call for a 
ehurch office that is really super-de>\ 
luxe. Need any more of these folders? 
I will miss this room. It’s not only a 
good place to work, but a real retreat 
when I want to be alone.” 

“From your account of the parson- 
age, it will be a job to get all our fur- 
niture into it. And no sewing-room, no 
guestroom, no storeroom.” 

“But a modern kitchen, renovated 
just before the war and a perfectly de- 
lightful sunroom adjoining the living 
room. It will be different, but I think 
we'll soon feel at home there—if we 
go.” 

I pushed an envelope across the table 
for Jerry’s inspection. 

“Here’s a letter with Wilbur Fernley 
included with his parents. Most of these 
have the members of the family ad- 
dressed individually.” 

“That’s a mistake. His should be 
separate too; especially his, in fact.” 

“Poor chap. He is in a spot, isn’t he? 
His mother can’t seem to realize that 
he’s no longer the boy who went away, 
but a grown man who can make his 
own decisions.” 

“Fortunately, he’s able to see the 
humor of the situation, but his patience 
is wearing thin in spots. I’m afraid, 
however, that if his parents don’t 
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change their tactics, he’s going to take 
that job in Chicago.” 

“That would put a crimp in your 
plans for the Brotherhood, wouldn’t 
Tne 

“IT was counting pretty heavily on his © 
leadership. You know, leaving young 
fellows is going to be one of the hardest 
things about leaving Bordenville.” 

“Did I tell you the silly dream I had 
last week? I dreamed they had called 
you to Eastwick and they sent a brass 
band to escort you there. They marched 
up on the front porch and began to yell, 
‘We want Lathrop.’ Then you appeared 
in your vestments and announced that 
you had reconsidered and were not go- 
ing. You were just raising your hand 
to pronounce the benediction when I 
woke.” 

“Silly dream is right. There are pre- 
cancelled stamps here when you need 
them. I’ll start stamping this pile.” 

‘T’ll finish these first. Of course, it 
was a silly dream; and yet it’s some- 
thing I have been wondering about. 
Suppose at the last minute you found 
you couldn’t bring yourself to leave 
Bordenville after all?” 

“Then I suppose I’d stay here. But 
such a possibility is rather remote. 
After all, I haven’t reached a decision 
lightly, and I’m not likely to change at 
the last minute. Sure you weren’t do- 
ing some wishful thinking?” 

“Could be. And yet you know that 
I’ll be happy wherever you are happy. 
I love Bordenville now, but I didn’t 
want to come, if you remember.” 

“What a fuss you did raise about it!” 

“T was young and undisciplined, and 
I couldn’t believe we could possibly be 
as happy anywhere as we were in our 
first home. Now Id like to stay in 
Bordenville; but I have picked up a 
little wisdom with the years, and I 
know that happiness is something you 
either carry with you or do without.” 

A doleful sound was rising from the 
back yard. Prince was letting us know 
he had been neglected long enough. 
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TEXTS AND COMMENTS 


LIKE LUKE 
Ephesians 6:5-17 and Luke 10:1-9 

OcToper is suggested in the U.L.C.A. 
as the month for special consideration 
of Social Missions. No better introduc- 
tion to the study of the many and com- 
plex problems facing society today can 
be found than in the Gospel by St. 
Luke, which approaches the subject in 
the spirit of regenerating love. Jesus 
Christ is the social Reformer as well as 
the personal Saviour; His Gospel is the 
divine pronouncement as to basic prin- 
ciples and solutions of all human prob- 
lems. In the church’s calendar, Octo- 
ber 18 is suggested as the Day of St. 
Luke, Evangelist. We do well to glean 
some needed lessons from the example 
as well as the writings of this conse- 
erated disciple, discerning historian, 
and inspiring gospel worker of the 
early church. 


His anointing teacheth you concerning 
all things, and is true. I John 2:27. 


LEARNED. St. Luke, in the first chap- 
ter of his Gospel, wrote a fellow Greek 
convert: “It seemed good to me also, 
having traced the course of all things 
accurately from the first, to write unto 
thee in order, most excellent Theophil- 
us; that thou mightest know the certain- 
ty concerning the things wherein thou 
wast instructed.” From current docu- 
ments, from eyewitnesses and auditors 
of Christ and His sayings, and it is said 
from even Mary the mother of Jesus, 
Luke gleaned his data. His “Gospel” 
and “Acts of the Apostles” contain 
many of the most priceless passages in 
the Bible. And the Holy Spirit used his 
mind and pen as well as his material, 
anointing him for his special task. Like 
this historian-evangelist, let us trea- 
sure truth, be learned in the Scriptures, 
eager to impart Christ’s gospel. 


—By J. WILLIAM McCAULEY 


Make full my joy, that ye be of the 
same mind, having the same love. Philip- 
pians 2:2. 

SympatHetic. “It is in the balance 
and proportion of life as a whole that 
wisdom and safety may be achieved,” 
wrote one concerning a good man who 
was so sympathetic that his health 
broke prematurely from overwork and 
exposure in service of the sick and 
needy. Like Dr. Luke, the physician, 
let us seek the well-rounded life that 
balances sympathy and_ helpfulness 
with wisdom. He was a steadying force 
in the congregation at Philippi and 
wherever he went as a helper of St. 
Paul. Having a Greek background, he > 
was in accord with the broad policies 
of the apostle to the Gentiles, yet he 
was sympathetic with others of differ- 
ent background and views. 


With good will doing service, as unto) 
the Lord, and not unto men. Ephesians 6:7. 

Heuprut. In his Gospel, St. Luke 
emphasizes the helpful work of Jesus | 
in uplifting the fallen, comforting the) 
sorrowing, healing the sick, and caring) 
for children and other weak or unfor-| 
tunate members of society. His is the 
only record of the stories of the Prodi- 
gal Son, the good Samaritan, Dives and. 
Lazarus, and the Publican and Phari- 
see; of the facts of the healing of the 
ten lepers, the raising of the widow’s 
son, and the pardoning of the penitent 
thief; and of other incidents portraying 
the “healing nature of the redeeming 
work of Jesus.” As a Christian physi- 
cian, Luke practiced what he preached 
as a writer and gospel teacher. He 
aided in establishing the church in 
Macedonia by engaging in works of 
mercy and by broadcasting the words 
of life. To each of us as followers of 
“the Servant of all” is given the privi- 
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lege of ministering with like spirit in 
His name. 


_ Only Luke is with me. II Timothy 4:11. 

_ Loyat. As the imprisonment at Rome 
dragged on, St. Paul, like John the 
Baptist in Herod’s dungeon, had pe- 
riods of gloom, when he felt forsaken 
of friends. In writing to Timothy, the 
apostle mentioned that Crescens and 
Titus were no longer with him and 
then stated sadly, “Demas forsook me, 
having loved this present world.” Then, 
by way of grateful contrast, he testified 
to the loyalty of his faithful physician: 
“Only Luke is with me!” “The beloved 
physician” had been coupled with 
Demas in the sending of salutations to 
the Colossian Church; but now only on 

of the two was left in the time of testing. 


And when he had seen the vision, 
straightway we sought to go forth into 
Macedonia, concluding that God had called 
us to preach the gospel unto them. Acts 
16:10. 

EvanceticaL. To be good is better 
than to be learned. Like Luke, the 
evangelist, we should strive to be kind 
and helpful as well as wise and impor- 
tant. Like him, we should use our fund 
of knowledge for the enrichment of 
others. As a physician of both soul and 
body, St. Luke stressed the mission of 
the twelve apostles as both “preach- 
ing the gospel and healing every- 
where,” and the mission of the “sev- 
enty others” who were “sent forth be- 
fore His face into every city and place” 
as likewise co-laborating with Jesus in 
heralding the kingdom and in healing 
the sick. 


O Almighty God, Who hast instructed 
Thy holy Church with the heavenly 
doctrine of Thy Evangelists: Give us 
grace, that being not like children car- 
ried away with every blast of vain doc- 
trine, we may be established in the 
Truth of Thy Gospel; through Jesus 
Christ, Thy Son, our Lord. Amen. 
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Japan's Great Christian 
Interviewed 


(Continued from page 11) 

are those who will work with them. 

“We need Bibles,” said Dr. Kagawa. 
“Bibles and religious works already 
translated into Japanese. All our print- 
ing and publishing facilities have been 
destroyed through the bombings. We 
need presses and printing equipment, 
or money to buy them. These are the 
tangible needs with which you can 
supply us now.” 


As for the War Itself 

“It is a blessing that Japan lost,” he 
said. “Now we are set free of weapons 
and the destructive forces which have 
led us. We can move in only one way 
—the direction toward peace.” 

At the end of the interview we shook 
hands simply and said goodbye. It can- 
not be over-emphasized to the Ameri- 
can people as a whole how great is the 
force of this one man among the Japa- 
nese. He is not merely respected or 
honored: he is loved, even as the mem- 
ory of Lincoln is loved in America. His 
presence as an advisor in the new cabi- 
net is an assurance of its liberal tend- 
encies. It is an assurance that it will 
not be dominated by a resurgence of 
the old military regime. It is an assur- 
ance that practical Christianity will aid 
in shaping the new order in Japan. 

As I talked to Kagawa I forgot that 
I was wearing the uniform of the 
United States Navy. I forgot that he 
was a member of that nation who had 
fought us so bitterly, so treacherously 
here in the Pacific. I knew only that I 
was talking to a great human being 
and Christian, a man capable of revi- 
talizing Japan through the simple 
power of living deeply through Christ. 

If America will understand Kagawa, 
America will understand the demo- 
cratic impulse which is surging upward 
in Japan today. 
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eros the Vosk — 


Amonc a group of eight pictures 
showing contributions by Labor Unions 
to a fund for the relief of fellow work- 
men “here and abroad” was one which 
showed two men and two women 
grouped around an anatomical figure, 
which on completion would be used to 
display fabrics and styles of dress. The 
four persons were posed to show giving 
and accepting a check donated by mem- 
bers of the Display Workers’ Union. 
Concerning the man-made model it was 
stated, “The partially finished figure 
didn’t give anything—it’s a dummy.” 

This thrust at the intelligence of those 
who are indifferent to the tremendous 
surge of organized efforts to assist the 
underprivileged is a recognition of the 
vast and unceasing claims of good will 
upon this bountiful period of Amer- 
ica’s history. In the previous century 
references to Great Salt Lake in Utah 
and to the Dead Sea in Palestine pro- 
vided an illustration of the results of 
receiving and keeping without giving. 
Here was implied an economic regime 
which is without the activities of char- 
ity, and is therefore dead. 

One ventures to combine the two 
references—dumbness and _ deadness. 
Both imply the same lack of spiritual 
discernment and warn against disaster. 


THE CALL FOR THINKING 


OnE feature of articles distributed by 
print and of discussions heard over our 
radios is the demand for decisions in 
the spheres of social relations where in- 
dustry, labor, and public sentiment are 
in controversy. Some of the commen- 
tators are quite apprehensive, implying 
that a dangerous domestic conflict in- 
stead of war-won peace confronts us 
all. Two men prominent in industrial 
relations remarked recently apropos of 
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the information dealing with industrial, 


civil, and international unrest, that we 
must at once give serious consideration 
to all phases of present disputes, so as 
to avoid being cajoled or coerced into 
adopting an unjust or an inadequate 
policy. 


THE CHURCH A PARTY INVOLVED 


The relations of the Christian citizen | 


and his Church to these social problems 
have complications that go beyond those 


with which government, industry, and | 
“average | 


To the 
conception of what equity, jus- 


labor must deal. 


man’s” 


tice, and temporal obligations require, 
our religion insists on adding the ethics | 
of Jesus, plus the “show me” testimony | 


of individual and collective conduct, 
and finally conclusions that give con- 
sideration to eternal life and fraternal 
mercy. In the past neither corporation 
nor labor unions listened with wide 
open minds to the teachings of our 
Scripture as these have been inter- 


preted and confessed by the Church. 
“Ours is not the Church’s business,” 


capital is charged with saying, while 
labor, not hearing approval of its pleas 


for a more equitable distribution of the 
products of industry, went to the op-— 


posite extreme and expressed a critical 
opinion of the Church’s attitude and 
labor’s efforts to solve the poor man’s 
lack of privileges. 

But the attitude on both sides ap- 
pears to have changed. Government is 
confessing sincere thankfulness to God 
for the rescue of the world from the 
effects of dangerous “isms.” Industry 
admits as based on justice the demands 
for a wider distribution of the rewards 
of work. Judging by bulletins, organ- 
ized labor also is appealing to the agen- 
cies of religion, to an extent and with 
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a potency of argument, that no past 
period in American life can equal. 

We personally interpret these phe- 
nomena as showing that there is some 
danger of a class struggle, including 
resort to violence and the threat of rev- 
‘olution. Toward this crisis the Church 
is challenged from three points of view. 
It may choose to avoid the issues in 
their entirety by confining itself to ser- 
‘mons and declarations that are schol- 
arly, orthodox and irrelevant. Or it can 
become distinctly a partisan of one side 
of the conflict. Third, it may undertake 
‘to present abstract principles of stew- 
ardship and equity for which Holy 
‘Scripture and the Church’s past policies 
‘provide data. If the first of these is s 
lected, then religion’s contention an 
influence will be gradually weakened 
until it is ignored as selfish neutrality. 


| CHURCH APPARENTLY INDIFFERENT 


ONE of the most distressing comments 

on the status of the evangelical churches 
‘of Europe prior to Hitler’s absorbtion 
of ecclesiastical power into the Nazi 
plans for his dictatorship was, that the 
‘churches could be treated as a group 
indifferent to the merits and demerits 
of his proposed system of dictatorship. 
‘That Nazism overestimated its power is 
to the world’s advantage. Also one sees 
that once more the church was enabled 
iby divine grace to regain its perception 
of the power of the Gospel. 
If the second is chosen: that is, if a 
partisan attitude toward one or another 
contestant is adopted, there is danger 
of discrimination and ultimate silencing 
by absorption. The third choice is that 
of peacemaker, a role which can be 
pleasing to God, and which is not pleas- 
ant or popular on earth, but which be- 
lievers in Christ must at times make 
distinctively their own. 

Lutheran declarations on social ques- 
tions have been less profuse, frequent, 
and positive than those made by other 
denominations. In Germany the ma- 
jority of the pastors were charged with 
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neglect of the social gospel and the con- 
sequent vacuum which Nazism seized 
for exploiting the masses. In Scan- 
dinavia, recent governments have made 
great advances toward what might be 
called modern liberalism and thus 
proved that the Lutheran Church can 
maintain its place during the current 
social changes. 

Our personal opinion favors the con- 
viction that the Laymen’s Movement 
for Stewardship, teamed with the plans 
and recommendations of the Board of 
Social Missions, can be called on for 
guidance with confidence. Thus the 
Church can be led into common action 
and have the momentum of its nu- 
merical strength. 


RELEASED OFFICIAL INFORMATION 
In bulletins under date of October 5 
interesting data concerning casualties 
and “decorations” and the Chaplains’ 
Corps reached the editors of church 
journals. A total of 409 persons sub- 
divided into six groups comprises the 
report which we quote: 
a. Killed in action, including 13 lost in 
sinking of Japanese prison ships, and 
1 killed during bombing in Germany 78 
b. Deaths non-battle, including 3 died ~ 


in Japanese prison CAaMP........ccececeeees 66 
c. Wounded in action, including those 

MOPANOSPIALIZEG meets erste etree 226 
d. Detained by the enemy, status un- 

determined at time of this report...... 5 


e. Returned to military control, from 
German prison camps and from Jap- 
ATIESE | PMISONMCATIS, cectstesters.sesocrecreerece? ae. BY 

sed Gstsp has Ms cs Wey eee Sa SR es er pa ep Ney 2 


The total number of chaplains on 
duty in the army is 7,775. The percent- 
age of casualties among them while “in 
action” with those for whose religious 
welfare they were assigned, proves 
them to have kept faith with their 
duties, with no shelter from risks. The 
information was released by Chief of 
Chaplains of the Army, General Luther 
D. Miller. 
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THE CHURCH 


$:C.H O:OU 


LESSON 


IN A YEAR OF CRISIS 


ky Nathan 7) Melhorn 


ULCA Sunday Schools on Reformation Sunday, October 28, will study Paul's 


Message about Brethren's Needs. 


Read | Corinthians 16:1-4; Il Corinthians 8 and 9; | Thessalonians 2:13-16; Il Thessalonians 1:3-12. 


ELEVEN days after the date of issue of this number of THE LuTHeraNn, the churches 
among whose members it circulates will “celebrate” Reformation Sunday. The grateful 
attention of congregations and Sunday schools will be directed to the only major 
festival of the Church Year to which Lutherans give denominational distinction. In 
accord with this emphasis, the lesson texts for the day are not those found in the Inter- 


national Series. 

The Scriptures which Editors Mumper, 
Wiencke and Deitz have choser. for study 
and present-day application dealt with a 
situation of need in congregations of be- 
lievers in Christ, especially those resident 
in Jerusalem. First of the passages is that 
very familiar one in which Paul pre- 
scribes preparedness to help the brethren: 
“Tet everyone lay by in store on the first 
day of the week as God has prospered 
him.” 

Then of his second letter to the Corin- 
thians, chapters eight and nine are an ex- 
pression of the apostle’s general teaching 
relative to the ministry of mercy, but with 
the needs in mind of a specific group of 
fellow believers, the numbers of the 
stricken congregation in Jerusalem. It was 
planned to send an offering to them. 


Evidence of Love for God 


In portions of the two epistles to the 
Thessalonians there are recognitions of 
fraternal relief, which Paul cited as proofs 
of practical Christianity among them. It 
is probable that the apostle held transmit- 
ting the collections from the gentile con- 
gregations for the aid of a Jewish congre- 
gation as a demonstration of the grace be- 
stowed upon all Christians, regardless of 
race, religion, or nationality. Certainly he 
declared that the sharing by those who 
have with whosoever hath not, is a testi- 
mony of God’s love. Possession of this 
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world’s goods is to be interpreted by the 
devout and consecrated Christian as an 
obligation to minister to the needs of the 
less fortunate. 


Foresight of Present Needs 

The Scriptures to which reference has 
been made were selected prior to the 
close of the war, but not so long ago as to | 
preclude the knowledge that we Lutherans | 
in the United States and Canada would 
need to come to the aid of our war- 
stricken brethren in other parts of the 
world. As a matter of fact, our beginnings | 
of special ministries are contemporary | 
with the first resort to war, due to the in-| 
terruption of financial support of missions 
underwritten by European missionary or- 
ganizations. As the blight of invasions and | 
the destruction of conflicts spread, it be- 
came proportionately evident that the re- 
sources hitherto provided for the support | 
of church activities would be greatly de-. 
creased. At times in Norway, Denmark, 
Finland, and in other countries to a less. 
complete extent, it seemed possible that. 
anti-Christ was about to win a victory. 

But God has never permitted His Church 
in its entirety to be devastated. Where’ 
one section has fallen before foes, another 
has received bounteous harvests, the en- 
largement of incomes from industry, and, 
last and most, the inexhaustible grace 
which is always available to protect Zion 
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from successful attacks. In the present 
«crisis, North America was called to meet 
lheavy requirements, and responded to the 
divine summons. Not only large gifts of 
money and shipments of clothing have 
followed appeals, but leadership has be- 
‘come manifest in restoring the unity of 
itthe brethren. 

Tue LuTHERAN from time to time has re- 
ported the terrible strain under which the 
Lutheran Church of the world is labor- 
ing. It has announced the appeals of Lu- 
theran World Action and rejoiced to pub- 
lish the responses. Certainly we are en- 
itrusted by the Head of the Church with 


a great mission, and we have now passed 
the beginnings of the greatest enterprise 
within our household of faith that we have 
ever undertaken. We must finish the 
work, first because no one else can do it; 
second, because it is our task. 


DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
October 22-28 


M. God’s Sustaining Love. Romans 8:31-39. 

T. Our Oneness in Christ. I Corinthians 
12:12-13, 21-26. 

W. Sharing God’s Gifts. II Corinthians 9:6-15. 

Th. The Open Door. Revelation 3:7-8, 12. 

F ape Eaipese of Tribulation. Hebrews 

Sat. The Trial of Our Faith. I Peter 4:12-19, 

s. peter eee Valtcexatination. Revelation 


News and Views on Our Sunday Schools 


“Ir was a glorious sight. More th 
three hundred children gathered in the 
front of the church, and the rear of the 

church filled with parents and friends.” 

“We had only our own children this 
year; but we went ahead. It was just as 
inspiring, and the children liked it equally 
as well.” 

~“The children from our little mission 
came home with a new understanding of 
the church. They had never seen so many 
children in a church before.” 
 “T believe that we shall really grow 
now. The Sunday schools co-operated by 
sending all their children, whether they 
were members or not. Now that the chil- 
dren who have not attended before have 
caught the idea, I believe that they will 
continue to come.” 


~Comments 

- These are a few of the reports on the 
Children of the Church Festivals held last 
-year. During the coming weeks, leaders 
of the Children of the Church and the 
‘children themselves will be busy getting 
ready for the Children of the Church Fes- 
tivals for this year. With the gas rationing 
‘lifted, the transportation problem will be 
solved, so that there may be more large 
group festivals. But some sections are 
satisfied with the local festival and will 
“continue them. 
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Suggestions 

No matter whether joint or local fes- 
tivals are held, every congregation in the 
church should participate in a Children of 
the Church Festival every year. This is 
one way that the children may be helped 
to feel that they are part of a great church. 
It is one way that the church can be helped 
to see her opportunities in her children. 
A congregation does not have to have a 
Children of the Church group to take part. 
Any congregation that has any children in 
it—and that ought to be every congrega- 
tion—may participate, or hold a festival of 
its own. Festival programs may be secured 
from the Parish and Church School Board, 
and information may be secured from the 
same office, or from the Children of the 
Church secretary of the synod. Every 
synod in the Church has such a secretary. 
Some synods have conference secretaries. 

A festival is a happy occasion. This is 
the first objective of the Children of the 
Church Festivals. Make them happy occa- 
sions and in the future the church will be 
happy for having held them. 


Teaching Thoughts for October 28 

1. Martin Luther risked his life to give 
us the Bible. We should do no less. 

2. Our Lutheran brethren abroad need 
us now as never before. This is the real 
test of our sincerity. 


23 


THE YOUNG PEOPLE 


Christian Community Understanding of World Needs 
. Luke 1:76-79 


“The whole world was lost in the darkness of sin. 
The light of the world is Jesus.” 


Tuts old gospel hymn tells the story of 
our world’s need. The world needs to 
know and love the God who is revealed in 
Jesus Christ. “There is none other Name 
given under heaven whereby we may be 
saved.” All economic, social and political 
planning will fail unless there are men of 
God to carry out the plans. 

Somewhere I read the story of the spider 
that had located a sunny window high in 
the peak of the barn, and decided to make 
it his home. So he went up to the great 
rafter above the window and fastened his 
thread, and then let himself down to the 
foot of the window, and with that as a 
base spun a great web. It was a work of 
art and quite satisfactory to the spider. So 
many unwary flies basking in the sunshine 
were caught in his web that he grew fat 
and proud. Then one day as he was look- 
ing over his handiwork he noticed a thin 
line running up into the dark peak of the 
roof. That line seemed to him to spoil the 
design of his web, and in a fit of impatience 
he cut it off. Therewith the spider and 
his web fell in a tangle on the barn floor. 

This is a parable of our world. We 
thought we had built a civilization, beau- 
tiful and lasting. We were proud of our 
human achievements; and it seemed as 
though the progress of man would be ever 
onward and upward. We forgot that the 
only safe anchor for our civilization was in 
God. So we cut the line, forgot God, 
trusted in ourselves; and our pride died a 
tragic death. What hath man wrought? 
Destruction and death! Darkness is over 
the earth. Our one hope is in Christ. 

Dr. Ralph H. Long on his return from a 
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trip to Europe, where he met leaders of! 
European Protestantism, has this to say: 
“The frenzy of demonic powers to destroy ’ 
the Church produced many exiles and} 
refugees, from bishops to the humblest: 
Christians. No one knows how many dis- 
located people, exiles and prisoners there : 
are in Europe today. When one thinks of! 
Bishop Berggrav, who suffered arrest and | 
imprisonment in Norway; of Kaj Munck,, 
who became a martyr for his faith in Den- 
mark; of Bishop Koepp, who fled from; 
Esthonia to become a refugee in Sweden; } 
and of Pastor Niemoller, who spent eight? 
long years in a concentration camp in Ger- 
many; it becomes apparent that the church: 
has suffered extremely. . . . One cannot! 
talk to these exiles without getting the: 
impression that their faith is much stronger} 
and much more determined than it ever’ 
was before the war.” 


Aid for Brethren in the Faith 

It was Einstein who said that the only) 
real opposition to Nazism came not from) 
intellectuals but from churchmen of Ger-: 
many. We do not need to carry the faith) 
to them; rather humbly we need to feel! 
the contagion of their faith. What they do) 
need is our aid in rebuilding institutions: 
and churches, and in reorganizing their: 
churches. With our aid they will reform: 
Europe in the twentieth century as surely 
as Luther did in the sixteenth. The 
$10,000,000 goal for next year’s Lutheran 
World Action is little enough in the light 
of their needs. 

Orphaned missions still need our help. 
If the world’s need is Christ, we recog- 
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nize that missions are our way of telling 
“the old, old story of Jesus and His love.” 
| We do not need to sell the idea of mis- 
sions to our service men. Too many have 
seen firsthand the difference between peo- 
ple where missionaries have been at work 
and their heathen neighbors, or have been 
befriended by Christian natives. 

_ Added to our regular program of foreign 
missions, we must look after every mis- 
sion station cut off from support because 
of the war. This is the time for new 
zeal for winning the world for Christ. 

_ We must not miss the power of example 
. 


Lutheran Student Foundation 


_ Wen Lutherans join hands in a com- 
mon objective, worthwhile benefits are 
sure to follow. It is in the interests of 
youth that the Church has found a com- 
mon basis for its most united efforts. 

The publication of a monthly mimeo- 
graphed sheet, The Inkwell, and the spon- 
soring of a Social Problems Institute under 
the auspices of the University Lutheran 
Student Association inspired the con- 
fidence and interest of the churches of the 
American Lutheran Conference in the 
student work at the university, which until 
last year was supported largely by the 
ULCA Board of Education and the Com- 
mittee on Students in Non-Lutheran In- 
stitutions of the Illinois Synod. The ef- 
fectiveness of these. projects of promotion 
is revealed in the organization of a Lu- 
theran Student Foundation for the Uni- 
versity of Illinois September 16. 

_A Lutheran Rally was held in Latzer 
Hall, University YMCA, September 16 
with 150 in attendance. Dr. Charles B. 
Foelsch, president of Chicago Lutheran 
Seminary, keynoted the rally with a stir- 
ring address on, “When Youth Comes to 
Life.’ Mr. Edward Hesselschwerdt, a 
member of Grace Church, delivered a 
challenge to members present to affiliate 
with the Foundation and make its cause 
known throughout the Church. Climaxing 
his challenge, he announced that he would 
contribute $1,000 towards the securing of 
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in giving Christ to the world. America 
must clean house. We cannot be satisfied 
with over half our people out of any 
church relationship. Our lowered moral 
standards, our divorce mills, juvenile de- 
linquency and drunkenness, our luxury 
and hypocrisies, are eagerly publicized for 
the world. The greatest thing we can do 
for world evangelization is to evangelize 
our communities and nation. But it is not 
an “either-or”; we can and must do “both.” 
* * * * 

To Leapers: Topic, October 28. Next, 

“Where Do I Fit In?” 


at the University of Illinois 


a Student Center. 

Greetings were brought to the laymen, 
students, and pastors by Pastor Proehl; 
Prof. J. T. Geissendoerfer, president of the 
temporary Board of Trustees; Miss Phyllis 
Brandt, president of the University of 
Illinois LCA for 1945-46; and Miss Louise 
Proehl, president of the Hub Region LSA 
and newly elected secretary of the Lu- 
theran Student Association of America. 

Pastor Herbert MHaferman, Flatville 
(ALC); the Rev. Myrvin Holmberg, Pax- 
ton (Aug.); the Rev. Aksel Larsen (ULC), 
presided at the rally. 

The newly elected Board of Trustees of 
nine members, including five members 
from the ULCA, three from the ALC, and 
one from the Augustana Synod, were in- 
stalled by Pastor Larsen, who became stu- 
dent pastor September 1. 

The organization of the Foundation fills 
a long-felt need. The work among stu- 
dents at the university was begun in 1911 
when Grace Church, Champaign, was or- 
ganized. 

The students have held their meetings in 
rented rooms on the campus, rented office 
quarters, Grace Church, the Wesley Foun- 
dation, and at the McKinley. Foundation 
of the Presbyterian Church, where an of- 
fice and meeting room are now maintained. 
The Foundation is working to provide a 
Student Center of its own, and a full-time 
student pastor. AxsEL C. LARSEN. 
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Reconverting Families 


Marriage in War and Peace. By Grace Sloan Overton. Abingdon-Cokesbury. 190 pages. $1.75. 
Tuts is not a book to be placed on your “to be read sometime” list. It should be 
read now. It deals with the problems of “postwar family reconversion” which we are 


entering upon now. 


It is not just another book about the problems of the discharged veteran, although 
there is an excellent chapter on that subject. It analyzes the wartime warp and hurt 


of the entire family unit, the wives and 
parents of service men, teen agers, delin- 
quent youth, those married abroad, unwed 
mothers, etc. With penetrating insight it 
recognizes that “the homefolks, too, have 
suffered and been hurt.” 

The book goes beyond the mere analysis 
of a group of problems. It shows the way 
to a solution with excellent Christian real- 
ism: 1. By recommending Christian family 
love. “Nothing is so ingenious as love in 
a crisis.” 2. By quickly giving our war- 
hurt youth “a place to do things in any 
normal group.” 

Mrs. Overton is no theorizer. Her con- 
clusions are the result of much wartime 
counseling, backed by years of youth 
counseling on college campuses. Her 
sociology is sound. Her approach is psy- 
cho-sociological. Above all, she is Chris- 
tian, realistic, and practical. 

RIcHARD F’. GARNET. 


Recovery of Faith 


The Flower of Grass. By Emile Cammaerts. 
Harper. 176 pages. $2. 

The Flower of Grass is the moving spir- 
itual odyssey of a man who has traveled 
the whole way from Humanism to Chris- 
tianity. As a boy the author was brought 
up in Brussels in a home broken by di- 
vorce. His mother, having lost faith in 
man, turned for consolation to the wor- 
ship of nature. After trying naturalism, 
socialism, and other expedients, Cam- 
maerts found his way through the devas- 
tation of war and the loss of his own son 
in battle to a positive Christian faith. Here 
is a moving story of a man who knows 
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in his own experience that “the word of 
the Lord endureth for ever.” 

The purpose of the book, despite the: 
autobiographical preface which introduces 
each chapter, is not primarily autobio- 
graphical. Professor Cammaerts hopes to 
show rather that “most of the mistakes: 
made by human society during the last 
four hundred years and the disastrous: 
consequences which these mistakes have) 
brought about, are due-to the fact that 
man, instead of God, was placed at the? 
center of the universe. It is only when} 
this tragic error is corrected that civiliza- | 
tion may emerge from the series of catas-: 
trophies in which it is at present in-: 
volved.” 

Here are a few typical insights in the? 
book: “If the Cross is ever raised again 
on the solid rock of Europe, its reappear- | 
ance will be due not so much to those: 
who hoped to preserve it as to those who) 
wished to destroy it for ever. Evangeliza-| 
tion, in the twentieth century, will not! 
come so much from the admiration stirred | 
by apostles and saints, as from the revul-. 
sion caused by sadists and tyrants.” 

And this: “People should learn to live’ 
as they learn to swim, in order not to be! 
afraid of taking risks, and to be able to 
throw themselves into their work and em- 
bark on every good enterprise without | 
regard for the consequences. A bad swim-. 
mer makes a bad life-saver.” ; 

Here is good reading (not for the arm- 
chair) for those who are thinking about 
the world that will emerge in coming days. 

Joxun W. RILine. 
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Skill to Gather the Harvest 


|} A Workable Plan of Evangelism. By Dawson 
}C. Bryan. Abingdon-Cokesbury. 
$1.50. 

Mass evangelism is passé in the older 
Protestant groups. The twentieth cen- 
tury is well on its way creating its own 
evangelistic technique. Briefly, this tech- 
mique calls for selected and trained lay- 
men and lay women to interview people 
in their homes and to provoke a definite 
commitment to Christ. The method is used 
to the best advantage when the commit- 
ment includes attending the pastor’s 
heart-to-heart talks on the Christian way 
of truth and life. 

The book under review adapts and re- 
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gestions which have been shared widely 
by all who have tried visitation evangel- 
ism, as the new technique is frequently 
labeled. The stuff is not new, but the au- 
thor has done an excellent job in putting 
it together in a new pattern which will 
help any pastor who wants to accelerate 
and expand his program of evangelism. 

_ It is hard not to believe that the fields 
‘are as white unto harvest now as they 
were when Jesus talked to the Samaritan 
woman near Sychar. It is hard not to 
believe that the laborers in the fields are 
plentiful. Why is the harvest so small? 
We lack skill in gathering the harvest. 
The plan in this book does work, and can 
be recommended chiefly as a method of 
enrolling prospective Christians in the 
pastor’s class for instruction in the way 
of salvation. Oscar W. CARLSON. 


Reu is Remembered 


John Michael Reu. A Book of Remembrance. 
Wartburg. 132 pages. $1.50. 

SeveraL authors contributed to this 
helpful biographical sketch of the late Dr. 
Reu. Many churchmen regard him as the 
outstanding twentieth century theologian 
of the Lutheran Church in America. To 
those who knew him personally, his mem- 
ory magnifies his stature. 

It is as yet too early to give Dr. Reu 
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words materials, conversations, and ae 


his proper position in the history of Lu- 
theranism in this country. But the articles 
prepared by such friends and intimate as- 
sociates as Drs. A. Pilger, Hermann L. 
Fritschel, John C. Mattes, Ralph H. Long, 
are not only informative of a uniquely 
productive life, but should form a con- 
venient starting point for some future 
biographer. 

With this publication, moreover, the 
Kirchliche Zeitschrift, begun as an organ 
of the Iowa Synod in 1876, and sustained 
by the scholarly writings of Dr. Reu and 
others, comes to an end. Must this mean 
that another bond between the vital Lu- 
theranism of Europe and America has 
snapped? E. THEODORE BACHMANN. 


Justice for the Jews 


His Terrible Swift Sword. By Norman Mac- 
lean. Christian Council on Palestine. 
25 cents. 

THERE are three things which speak for 
this book. (1) It is an eloquent treatment 
of the Palestine question, the problem of 
the Jew and the Arab. (2) It was written 
by a prominent clergyman, Dr. Norman 
Maclean, Chaplain-in-Ordinary to King 
George VI and former moderator of the 
General Assembly of the Church of Scot- 
land. (3) Dr. Dan A. Poling, who wrote 
a stirring introduction to the book, ex- 
presses the hope that it will be “read by 
millions of Christians.” 

His Terrible Swift Sword deals forth- 
rightly and fearlessly with issues which 
timid souls hesitate to touch. Palestine has 
again become a pawn in power politics. 
Dr. Maclean minces no words in con- 
demning British policy, which seeks to ap- 
pease the Arabs and denies basic human 
rights to the Jewish community which has 
brought health, education, and industry 
into a land sun-bitten, barren, and poor 
amid the poor. The book closes with a 
strong plea to the conscience of Christen- 
dom to mete out justice to tortured, up- 
rooted Israel, and to facilitate its trek to- 
ward the ancestral home. 

Henry EINSPRUCH. 


126 pages. 
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The Meaning of Evangelical 


Dear LUTHERAN: 

Pastor Kuunue’s readable article in the 
September 5 issue of THe LUTHERAN con- 
cerning “The Meaning of Evangelical,” 
raised a serious question in the strictures 
it placed upon the term “Protestant.” To 
make its application merely and originally 
negative is to express a half-truth; and 
you know what Tennyson says about half- 
truths. 

1. If the word has acquired a merely 
negative meaning, it shares that fate of de- 
generation, through human carelessness, 
with many other words—faith, for in- 
stance, charity, apology, grace and virtue. 

2. It is a pity that the Roman Church 
should be supinely allowed to put its stamp 
of contempt upon the word. It is a shame 
that Protestants should have in any meas- 
ure adopted it. Christian was originally 
applied in the same spirit by the wits of 
Antioch to the followers of the Saviour, 
but with them it became a title of the 
highest honor. 

3. Luther first introduced the word 
into his crusade for a pure faith when he 
wrote his Protestation to Charles V in 
1520. This—as was the case with the doc- 
ument later presented at the Diet of 
Speyer—while indeed an objection to false 
charges, and to a recall of solemnly given 
promises, was really a dignified presenta- 
tion of faith. A reading of both documents 
will show clearly the positive position they 
defend. What else did the Protestants at 
Speyer mean when they affirmed, “We 
have sought nothing but the honor of God 
before all things, as well as our souls’ sal- 
vation, Christian peace and unity”? Though 
Schaff adopts the idea of the negative 
force of Protestant, he contradicts himself 
when he concludes, “The protest of Speyer 
was based objectively upon the Word of 
God, subjectively upon the right of pri- 
vate judgment and conscience, and his- 
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torically upon the liberal decision of the} 
Diet of 1526.” 

Words have a right to have their birth 
protected from disgrace and their char-- 
acter and honor defended. Protestant has 
a birth worthy of such vindication. Com-- 
ing from the Latin pro “on behalf of,” and 
testis, “witness,” it should be accepted pri- | 
marily and historically to mean “one who 
is a witness on behalf of the faith to which 
he is committed.” Not under any reason- 
able circumstances could it be asserted that 
“a person can be a Protestant and still not 
stand either for or against anything, and 
have no active connection with any church 
group.” That degraded conception might 
apply to anti-Catholics or anti-vivisection- 
ists, or anti-lots-of-things, but not to 
Protestants. Juutus F. SEEBACH. 


Inaugural and Graduation 


(Continued from page 2) 
tion,” was the subject of the inaugural ad- 
dress by President John L. Yost, D.D. 
The act of induction was in charge of! 
Dr. P. D. Brown, Salisbury, N. C., pres-- 
ident of the Board of Trustees. The service: 
was led by Dr. John B. Moose, dean of the: 
seminary. The Rev. Clarence E. Norman: 
of Raleigh, N. C., secretary of the board,. 
gave the certification to the call. 


Generous Gifts 

Among the special gifts announced were: 
the following: $1,000 by Dr. and Mrs. P. E.! 
Monroe of Hickory, N. C., for the Semi-) 
nary Library in memory of their son (this: 
was said to be an initial gift); $1,000 by 
Herman M. Rogers of Atlanta, Ga., most of 
this used for installing a Master Program 
Clock, having seven secondary clocks with 
bells for classrooms, the rest to be used 
for other improvements; $514.85 from 
Ebenezer Church, Columbia, the beginning 
of a fund in memory of the late Dr. C. A. 
Freed, formerly president of the Seminary 


The Lutheran 


Board, and pastor of Ebenezer; $100,000 
by the Hewitt family of Marion, N. C., to 
endow a chair or professorship in prac- 
tical theology. Of this family Mr. and Mrs. 
A. C. Hewitt, and Mr. and Mrs. A. Ken- 
neth Hewitt were present. The Board also 
decided to continue the effort in the A. G. 
Voigt Memorial Fund until this totals 
$100,000 to endow a professorship in mem- 
ory of this late beloved head of the in- 
stitution. 

Tuesday morning the Board of Trustees 
opened their business session, and the 
umni Association and the Women’s 
uxiliary held regular sessions. For the 
alumni the Rev. F. W. Brandt of Charles- 
ton, S. C., president, was in charge, with 
the Rev. J. A. Keisler, Jr., serving as sec- 

tary-treasurer. Officers elected by th 
Women’s Auxiliary are: Mrs. E. P. Cave 
Columbia, president; Mrs. Olin W. Sink, 
Charlotte, N. C., vice-president; Mrs. W. H. 
undrick, Columbia, secretary; Mrs. A. K. 
Hewitt, Konnarock, Va., treasurer. The 
work of this group for the year has been 
to furnish the apartment for the dietician 
and kitchen matron. Plans for this year 
include improvements in professors’ homes. 
The Alumni Luncheon was held at 1 
P. M. The Rev. F. W. Brandt presided. 
The address was delivered by the Rev. A. 
enneth Hewitt of Konnarock, Va. “To- 
ward a More Effective Ministry,’ was the 
topic of this fine message. 


Memorial Unveiled 


: 


Following the luncheon, the group gath- 
ered in the library for the unveiling of a 
memorial plaque to the late A. F. Adden 
of Orangeburg, S.C. Mrs. Adden made a 
gift of some $5,000 in 1941 to improve and 
enlarge the library as a memorial to her 
husband. She was present for the exer- 
Cises and made a few appropriate remarks. 
- Tuesday evening the Students’ Mission 
League sponsored a service in the Church 
of the Ascension, the Rev. H. A. McCul- 
lough, Jr., pastor. The address was deliv- 
ered by the Rev. Carl B. Caughman of 
Columbia, Social Missions Pastor of the 
South Carolina Synod. He stressed the 
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need for fervent witnessing for Christ now. 
Student Harold Terry, president of the 
Mission League, led the service. At this 
service, Mrs. Karl W. Kinard, represent- 
ing the Women’s Missionary Society, pre- 
sented each member of the class with a 
certificate and pin of Life Membership. 


The Class Graduated 


Father and son were represented in the 
conferring of degrees. Dr. Yost, as pres- 
ident, conferred the degree of Bachelor of 
Divinity upon his son, John L. Yost, Jr. 

Members of the class, the home address 
and the fields to which they go are: Hensil 
Bryan Arehart, Staunton, Va., to Stony 
Man Parish, Luray, Va.; Paul Bryson 
Cobb, Greensboro, N. C., to Calvary 
Church, Concord, N. C.; Horace J. C. 
Lindler, Chapin, S. C., to Ebenezer Parish, 
Rincon, Ga.; Paul Lowman Morgan, East 
Gastonia, N. C., missionary to India; Virgil 
A. Moyer, Waynesboro, Va., to Church of 
the Ascension, Danville, Va.; William 
Powlas Peery, Newberry, S. C., missionary 
to India; Thomas Osborne Stelling of Au- 
gusta, Ga., missionary to Liberia, Africa; 
Clarence Hentze Stuke, Charleston, S. C., 
to Fairfax Parish, Fairfax, S. C.; Leroy 
Cauble Trexler, Salisbury, N. C., to the 
Church of the Good Shepherd, Goldsboro, 
N. C.; John Louis Yost, Jr., Atlanta, Ga., 
to Holy Trinity Church, Lynchburg, Va. 

Special guests in the academic proces- 
sion included: Dr. P. E. Monroe, pres- 
ident of Lenoir Rhyne College; Dr. R. A. 
Goodman of Newberry, S. C., representing 
Newberry College; the Rev. J. L. Ballen- 
tine of Blythewood, S. C., representing 
Roanoke College; Dr. J. C. Guilds, pres- 
ident of Columbia College; Dr. S. M. Der- 
rick of Columbia, representing the Uni- 
versity of South Carolina. 


Promptly Effective 

For several months the seminary has 
been promoting an effort for a “Living En- 
dowment.” In this, individuals contribute 
certain sums which would represent in- 
terest on larger amounts as if the money 
were invested as endowment. 
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Browsing pee Buffalo 


Important Anniversaries and Mortgage-burnings 


The Rev. Oscar Krauch, now retired, but 
for fifteen years a pastor of St. John’s, 
one of the largest of the downtown Buffalo 
congregations, recently celebrated the 
fiftieth anniversary of his ordination. A 
special service commemorating the event 
was held in St. John’s, with Pastor Martin 
J. Hoeppner preaching on “Chosen for a 
Purpose.” 

Born in Wurttemberg, Germany, Pastor 
Krauch came to America as a boy of ten. 
Wagner College and the Philadelphia 
Seminary provided him with the educa- 
tion for his happy ministry. He served at 
St. John’s, Buffalo, 1914-1929. What ap- 
pealed to him in his labors more than any- 
thing else was “the heart-to-heart” work 
with his people. That alone was the de- 
ciding factor in leading him to leave and 
serve mission congregations in San An- 
tonio, Texas, and Lawrence, Mass. High 
tributes have been paid to Pastor Krauch 
for his deep spirituality, his consecrated 
devotion to his Lord, and his marked hu- 
mility of spirit. But one of the highest 
tributes for him must have been the visit 
just a couple of weeks ago of a fifteen- 
year-old girl who traveled all the way 
from Lawrence, Mass., during her vacation 


just to see “her old pastor.” “Hats off” 
to St. John’s for honoring him. 
Sixtieth Anniversary 

Christ Church, another of Buffalo’s 


large downtown congregations, has just 
celebrated its sixtieth anniversary. Here 
is one instance where the old adage, “A 
prophet is without honor in his own coun- 
try,” does not hold true. For in the sixty 
years of its life this parish has been served 
by only two pastors, both of whom have 
been local Buffalonians—the late Dr. 
Theodore Becker, and the present pastor, 
Dr. John M. Strodel. These two men have 
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By Donan R. PICHASKE 


worked to build a church numbering 2,000 | 
baptized souls. Started humbly enough as} 
a mission Sunday school in 1861, and or-. 
ganized as a congregation in 1885, Christ | 
Church has outgrown two church build-- 
ings. The present one was erected in 1892., 

To help celebrate the occasion Dr. Paul| 
A. Kirsch preached the anniversary. ser- | 
mon, and Dr. Frederick R. Knubel and] 
Attorney Lester Beitz spoke at an anni-- 
versary banquet. 


A Golden Anniversary | 

For First Redeemer Church, the Rev. 
Clifford Butterer pastor, this is a year of! 
jubilee. A year-long program has been 
conducted to mark the fiftieth anniversary 
of the organization of the congregation 
and the building of a church. Every or- 
ganization has had its part in the work of 
the church emphasized with a special 
service. In addition, there were a memo- 
rial service for the faithful who haves 
passed on to the better life, and a service# 
honoring the men and women in the par-= 
ish serving in the recently ended war. A! 
Founder’s Day banquet brought back six 
charter members. All of these servicess 
culminated in a final anniversary occa-— 
sion with the president of synod, Dr. Fred- 
erick R. Knubel, as the speaker. 

Rightly enough, it has not been a yea 
with all the emphasis on the past, how-} 
ever. Two goals were set and achieved:; 
a $2,500 reduction in the mortgage, andj 
a growth in the numerical and spiritual 
strength of the congregation, at least par-| 
tially achieved when fifteen adults were} 
received into membership recently as 4 
result of the program of visitation evan- 
gelism. First Redeemer is a living testi-} 
mony to the fact that arriving at the 
fiftieth milestone of life does not meari 
that the grave is to be seen in the offing4 


lortgages Burned 

‘It is quite an occasion when a congre- 
sation becomes debt-free and the last 
lortgage or note is burned. Last April 
Reformation Church, the Rev. J. Oscar 
Neeb pastor, experienced that joy with 
roper services. A former pastor, the Rev. 
‘aul Hoffman, was invited back to preach 
€ sermon. This same congregation has 
ecently acquired red and white paraments 
is a gift from the Sewing Circle. 

| It is thesgoal of Parkside Church to burn 
ome notes and mortgages in just two more 
ears. 1947 will mark the 35th anniver- 


A BEAUTIFUL stone pulpit was erected on 
he lawn of Zion Church, Ruffs Dale, and 
ed twelve consecutive Sunday evenings 
M connection with the Outdoor Com- 
ity Vesper Services. It was dedicated 
is a tribute to two brothers who are the 
spiritual sons of the congregation, J. Ray 
touser, D.D., pastor of St. Mark Church, 
Nilliamsport, Pa., and Donald L. Houser, 
10ow Missionary Superintendent of this 
tynod. These outdoor services began three 
rears ago. Though the community has less 
han 500 inhabitants, the average attend- 
ice through the summer was about 100 
yer Sunday evening. Among those who 
reached were President William F. Zim- 
nerman of Thiel College; Dr. A. J. Traver 
Hamma Divinity School; Dr. G. L. Him- 
nelman, Bellevue; and Dr. J. R. Houser. 
‘A set of Schulmerich Carillonic Bells 
yas dedicated at Zion Church September 
3, as a tribute to the 25 members in the 
rmed forces. It was also a Service of 
"thanksgiving, inasmuch as all those in 
ervice have been spared. In April the’ 
ongregation had approved the expen- 
iture of $2,500 for the bells, and at the 
ime of dedication most of it was in hand. 
he pastor is Luther E. Fackler. 
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sary of this congregation now served by 
Dr. John G. Fleck, and the goal for the 
occasion is the wiping out of the entire 
indebtedness which has been for so long 
a heavy strain on the budget. $60,000 has 
been raised in gifts and pledges, with more 
than half of it already in and paid against 
the debt. It looks now as if that anniver- 
sary occasion will be a happy one. One 
of the foremost reasons set forth for can- 
celing the debt is that the congregation 
will then be able to take its load of re- 
sponsibility and opportunity in the larger 
work of the Church. 


ittsburgh Synod Ne 


Missionary Superintendent Inducted Into Office; Fall Activities Begin 


By Georce E. Litre 


The altar erected on the lawn, Zion 
Church, Ruffs Dale, Pa. 


Induction of Missionary Superintendent 

“Called for a Purpose” was the sermon 
subject of the Rev. Donald L. Houser, 
preaching on the occasion of his induction 
into the Office of Missionary Superin- 
tendent, Pittsburgh Synod. Two Services 
of Induction were held, to better accom- 
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modate the many pastors and laymen de- 
siring to attend—one at St. John Church, 
Erie, C. O. Dufford, pastor, Tuesday eve- 
ning, September 4; the other at First 
Church, Pittsburgh, A. J. Holl, D.D., pas- 
tor, Thursday evening, September 6. At 
each service the vespers were read by the 
retiring superintendent, P. H. R. Mullen, 
D.D., with Scripture lesson and prayer by 
the pastor loci. The superintendent-elect 
was presented by the Rev. Paul Schnur, 
synod’s secretary; and the Order for In- 
duction was read by President H. R. 
Shepfer, D.D. 

In order to establish new missions and 
branch Sunday schools in western Penn- 
sylvania, a Centennial Thank Offering 
Fund of $50,000 is to be gathered from an 
appeal in the congregations of synod, 
October 7 and 14. 


Evangelistic Campaign 

Many congregations are planning fall 
evangelistic campaigns. To help prepare 
for them, the Committee on Evangelism 
secured the services of Dr. O. W. Carlson, 
ULCA Secretary of Evangelism, to con- 
duct seminars for the training of lay 
evangelists. Two were held in Pittsburgh 
September 16, and during the week fol- 
lowing one each at Greensburg, Erie, 
Knox, Butler and Leechburg. 


A. J. Stirewalt, D.D., former missionary 
to Japan, conducted mission study classes 
during a five-week period in churches of 
East End, Pittsburgh, and vicinity. Mon- 
day nights he was at Epiphany Church, 
A. C. Waldkoenig, S.T.D., pastor; Tuesdays 
at St. Stephen’s, J. F. Scholl pastor; 
Wednesdays at Bethany, W. G. Leubin 
pastor; Thursdays at Christ Church, J. M. 
Nycum, Jr., pastor; and Fridays at Calvary 
(Wilkinsburg), A. W. Steinfurth, D.D., 
pastor. The series began September 9, and 
each Sunday he preached in one of these 
churches. 


The total receipts paid by this synod on 
ULCA apportionment for the first half of 


1945 were $49,711.60, a gain of $8,009.92 or 
19.2 percent over the same period in 1944. 
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A Pittsburgh Synod chapter of the 
“Women’s Auxiliary of the Seminary in 
Philadelphia was organized last November: 
with 66 charter members, and is growing 
both in membership and in contributions. 
President of the chapter is Mrs. William: 
Keil, Pittsburgh. 


New Church in Pittsburgh 

Plans are under way for a new church 
to be erected by Holy Trinity Congrega- 
tion, North Side, Pittsburgh, the Rev. W. Hi 
Keil pastor. A new bulletin cover designed: 
by Ralph Reichold, staff artist of the Pitts 
burgh Press, points attention to the con 
templated new edifice, and the building 
committee is studying sketches. Two yea 
ago the church was relocated on the 
present site in a residential section just 
off Brighton Road. A large house on the 
site was remodeled to provide facilities 
for services and parsonage. Gifts and loans 
made possible an immediate cash payment 
Now the loans are repaid, and the Build- 
ing Fund has grown rapidly. The use o 
eassock and surplice by both choir anc 
pastor was introduced recently. 


Increases of more than 100 in both con 
firmed membership and communing mem 
bership have been achieved in three yea 
at Trinity Church, Clairton, the Rev. A. 
Schilling pastor; the indebtedness ha 
been reduced $15,500; a parsonage pur. 
chased for $6,500 and paid off in 22 mon 
and improvements made costing $2,06 
The Sunday school enrollment has ad 
vanced from 125 to 215. Recently, a beau: 
tiful little altar was made for the Sundaz 
school children, and their rooms were re: 
decorated. 


"Brightening Up" 

People of the Pittsburgh area do vert 
little complaining about the smoke an: 
dirt, but just keep after it with soap a 
water, and frequently new paint. 
summer months are a most convenier 
time to “brighten up” the interior wall 
of church buildings. In many cases, me4 
and women of the congregation undertak! 


The Luthere 


he task, as was the case last summer at his resignation to St. Mark Church, Traf- 
St. Mark’s, Trafford, the Rev. K. W. Mun- ford, upon acceptance of a call to St. Paul’s, 
ster pastor, and also at Calvary Church, Huntington, W. Va., effective October 14. 
ag the Sess R. 3 oe a ad- For M. L. Clare, D.D., it marked the 

On to scrubbing, at St. John's, Glass- close of a 31-year pastorate, when he left 


ort, ts Hew ey E. ae pastor, there First Church, Apollo, September 16. The 
were furnace and window repairs, and new congregation now has a beautiful stone 


tone steps outside. church, erected in 1927. Its estimated val- 
| At Trinity Church, North Side, Pitts- uation is $160,000, and the remaining in- 
urgh, G. E. Swoyer, D.D., pastor, a re- debtedness is down to $22,000. During the 
ecoration project was carried out costing pastorate the contributions to benevolence 
$2,000. This congregation rejoices in exceeded $80,000. Among his pastoral acts 
eatly increased attendances at Sunday at Apollo were 469 infant baptisms, 1,055 


school and likewise at the worship service, adult accessions, 257 marriages and 462 
here the August average was 175 per funerals. In addition, Dr. Clare served as 


unday. supply pastor since 1915 at Spring Church, 
there baptizing 105 infants and receiving 
The marriage of Pastor John D. Muller. 160 adults into membership. He now be- 
o£ the Shippenville Parish, and Miss Bsther \ comes pastor of Grace Church, Conneaut, 
ary Partington took place June 26, in ‘ Ohio, a congregation of this synod. 
arace Church, Spring Garden (Pitts- 
jurgh). The service was read by Pastor 
a. J. Muller, father of the groom and pas- 
or of the bride. There is progress in the 
songregations of the Shippenville Parish. 3 ; 
Mt St. Mark’s, Kossuth, the church has worship, July 15. This congregation be- 
seen repaired and renovated. At Mt. Zion, Came self-supporting less than a year ago. 
hippenville, the parsonage has received “Regularity. in Religion” received em- 
xtensive repairs. Luther Leagues have phasis at Holy Trinity Church, Irwin, dur- 
en reorganized in both congregations, jing the month of September. It was 
3t. John’s, Fryburg, has a special service stressed in sermons, and in letters and 
~very two weeks dealing with “Church visits to the entire membership. The em- 
ind Religious Problems.” phasis was climaxed with the annual 


} During the summer two pastors suffered Homecoming Communion, October 7, fol- 
lowed by a congregational social October 


‘erious injury in falls from ladders. The ; ; 
Rev. A. C. Curran of the Brookville Par- 10. A half-hour midweek service, October 
17, will be known as “Church Night.” The 


sh broke both bones in both wrists, in the ; 

sourse of work in one of the church build- Rev- Paul N. Schnur is the pastor. 
ngs. The Rev. M. J. Harder of St. John A parishwide visitation has been con- 
-hurch, Johnsonburg, suffered a broken quoted at St. Mark’s, Jeanette, the Rev. 
eg and a broken vertebra, necessitating R . Thurau, during September and will 


A new two-manual Hammond electric 
organ was installed in Holy Trinity 
Church, Beaver, the Rev. C. E. Naugle 
pastor, and was used’ for the first time at 


ris being in a cast for some time. continue through October. A People’s 
Committee of 30 members is engaged in 
change of Pastorate stimulating interest in the work of the 
‘The Rev. H. L. Huntley, pastor of the Church. 

menfield Parish, accepted a call to be- Extensive repairs, costing $1,200, were 


ee, pastor ios Arinity pane. Bowers made at the parsonage of the Evangelical 
md began his new duties September 15. 7 theran Church, Penn, the Rev. R. C. 
q Rev. K. W. Munster has tendered Richter pastor, 
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Al Loxton Conference Vhews 


Activities in Historic “Union” Churches in Eastern Pennsylvania. 


A pay of worship and Christian fellow- 
ship characterized the sixteenth quinquen- 
nial reunion at Zion Stone Church, Kreid- 
ersville, September 2. The reunion, one of 
the largest ever held at the church, 
reached its peak of attendance during the 
afternoon service, when the church was 
filled to capacity and many, unable to hear 
the addresses, lingered on the spacious 
church lawn. As has been the custom ever 
since the first reunion was held in 1870, 
tables were set up in the grove and all 
were put to use by the hundreds of fam- 
ilies who had brought their lunches. 

Especially interested in the festivities of 
the day was a group of people who had 
attended the first reunion and each sub- 
sequent reunion since that time. The 
known ones numbered twenty and were 
as follows with their ages: Amanda Stie- 
man 92, Mary Hoffman 83, Emma R. Behr- 
inger 82, Lana Heft 88; Mary Geisel White- 
sell 86, Emma Rodenbach 77, Hanna 
Kocher 79, Sarah Borger 79, Emma Diet- 
rich 76, Stella Semmel 81, Meta Hummel 
Peters 80, Christiana Smith 80, Emma 
Hausman 76, Clara Scheirer 76, Sarah 
Heiney 85, Milton Cole 87, Jacob Young 
84, Josiah Rice 90, Charles H. Weitknecht 
81, Charles Hills 93, and William Dreis- 
bach 80. 

The pastors of the church, the Rev. 
Charles Ruloff, Lutheran, and the Rev. 
George Kopenhaver, Reformed, were in 
charge of the morning service. Dr. E. E. 
Fischer, president of the Ministerium of 
Pennsylvania, preached the sermon. Neigh- 
boring and visiting pastors brought greet- 
ings at the afternoon service. An evening 
memorial service at the cemetery was ad- 
dressed by the Rev. Warren C. Heinly, 
president of conference. 

Zion Church, one of the oldest in the 
county, was founded in 1771. 
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By Warren C, HEINLY 


Mortgage Burned 
Lutheran and Reformed congregations a4 
Jacob’s Church, Jacksonville, at a mort; 
gage-burning service September 2 fort 
mally liquidated the indebtedness on 
edifice erected in 1926. The present churc: 
is the fourth in the history of the co: 
gregations. The first, built in 1761, was ct 
logs. The second, built in 1807, cost $1,044] 
The third, built in 1862, cost $6,500. Thi 
present structure, built of native Bl 
Mountain stone, was erected at a cost Pa 
$109,000. Through several fund-raising 
campaigns—the last of which was begu. 
in January 1945—sufficient funds wert 
raised to clear the indebtedness. A bal 
ance of $2,500 from the last drive has bee: 
set aside as a pipe organ fund. 
The president of conference preached ¢ 
the afternoon service and sons of the cony 
gregation brought messages at the eveni 
service. The Lutheran pastor of the con# 
gregation is the Rev. LeRoy M. Bond. Thi 
church dates back to 1731, families wor 
shiping in homes until 1761, when the firs 
building was erected. f 


Homecoming Services 

Rededication of St. Paul’s Blue Chure 
Coopersburg, Pa., was the occasion ¢ 
homecoming services held at the histo 
church September 16. Renovations extend 
ing over several years were completed i 
the spring of 1945 at a cost of $7,000. Sing 
August 1943, the congregations have bee 
gathering the necessary funds, and at 
time of the service had received all bv) 
$700. This unpaid balance was raise 
through offerings and special gifts gatk 
ered on the day of rededication. Corsa 
C. Snyder, D.D., of Bethlehem preache 
the sermon in the afternoon. The churc 
was organized in 1739. The Lutheran pas 
tor is the Rev. D. D. Kistler. | 
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Salem Church, Moorestown, the Rev. 
A. R. Appel pastor, held annual homecom- 
services September 9, morning, after- 
(oon, and evening. The president of con- 
‘erence preached at the afternoon service. 
e union church was organized in 1774. 
he present building was erected in 1829. 


The eleventh annual homecoming of St. 
Peter’s Church, Shimersville, was cele- 
rated with services on Sunday, Septem- 
er 9. The Rev. Harvey T. Sell preached 
e sermon at a well-attended service in 
e afternoon. St. Peter’s Church last year 
relebrated its 100th anniversary. Pastor 
avid C. Kauffman is completing his 
irty-ninth year as pastor of the Zions- 
ille Parish. 


Didest Church in Lehigh Valley 

Oldest known church in the Lehigh Val- 
ey, Emmanuel Union Church at Peters- 
ille, celebrated its 222d anniversary with 
union and homecoming services Septem- 
ser 16. Among those sending greetings to 
he “mother church of all churches in the 
tlying districts of Northampton County” 
ere President Harry S. Truman and Gov- 
or Edward A. Martin. President Tru- 
an in a letter extending his best wishes 
9 the church said, “The survival through 
more than two centuries reflects happily 
he stability of our religious institutions.” 
xovernor Martin, speaking*of the pioneer 
‘ettlers said, “From the first humble log 
thurch they erected and dedicated to 
‘hristian services, we have marched on- 
yard, and today Pennsylvania has more 
thurches than any other State in the 
Jnion.” The president of conference 
reached at the afternoon service. The 
4utheran pastor of the congregation is the 
Rev. Rodney S. Wasser. At the evening 
iervice, two former pastors of the Lu- 
heran congregation, the Rev. Daniel M. 
watshaw and the Rev. Luther Vogel, 
rought greetings. 


St. James Church, Allentown, the Rev. 
Raymond ‘J. Heckman pastor, is looking 
orward to the completion in October of 
‘ $5,000 program of refurnishing the 
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church. Included in the program of beau- 
tification are new pews, chancel furni- 
ture, lighting fixtures, refinishing floors, 
and the addition of a stage and other 
equipment for the basement of the church. 
The congregation expects to raise the 
necessary funds by the time of dedication. 


Death of Pastor E. J. Heilman 

The Rev. Edgar James Heilman, pastor 
of St. Luke Church, Easton, since 1918, 
passed away August 25 as a result of a 
heart attack. Services were held in St. 
Luke Church Wednesday evening, August 
29. Dr. EH. E. Fischer, president of the 
Ministerium, preached the sermon and was 
assisted in the service by the Rev. Warren 
C. Heinly, president of the conference. 
The Rev. Conrad Raker, superintendent of 
the Good Shepherd Home, is the supply 
pastor during the vacancy. 


Windish Church Rededicated 


Dr. E. E. Fischer delivered the sermon 
at a special vesper service September 10 
in connection with the rededication and 
thirty-fifth anniversary of St. John’s 
Windish Lutheran Church, Bethlehem, the 
Rev. E. A. Stiegler pastor. The president 
of conference preached the rededicatory 
sermon Sunday morning, September 9, and 
participated in the service of rededication. 
Dr. Fischer spoke of the church building 
as a reflection of holiness and its influence 
which is demonstrated in the lives of those 
who worship in it. The redecorated church 
was completed at a cost of $18,000. The 
congregation of 775 communing members 
has taken action to call an assistant to 
Dr. Stiegler. 


Leadership Training Schools 

A Lutheran Leadership Training School 
will be held in Christ Church, Allentown, 
Tuesday evenings, September 25 to No- 
vember 13. A special feature of this year’s 
school will be classes for leaders of Mis- 
sionary Societies, Brotherhoods, and Lu- 
ther Leagues. Similar schools are being 
planned for Bethlehem and Easton. 
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Midwest Wiscollanies 


News from Nebraska and Kansas Indicates Church Activity 


The Southern Conference of Midwest 
Synod gathered for its fifty-fourth fall 
meeting September 12 and 13 at St. John’s 
Church, Otoe, Nebraska, R. Sauberzweig, 
Th.D., pastor. The president of conference, 
the Rev. Fr. Weisenborn of First Church, 
Syracuse, Nebr., spoke at the opening 
Communion Service on “God’s Ready Mes- 
senger,” based on Isaiah 6:8. 

In the afternoon the election brought 
these results: President, Dr. M. Koolen, 
Lincoln, Nebr.; secretary, the Rev. H. J. 
Diekhoff, Ohiowa, Nebr.; treasurer, the 
Rev. Victor Moeller, Lodgepole, Nebr. 

The first speaker on the general pro- 
gram was the acting president of Midland 
College, Fremont, Dr. W. P. Hieronymus. 
He spoke on Christian higher education’s 
“S.0.S.,” meaning “Support Our Schools.” 
He presented the vital aspects of the 
church-related school in the midst of a 
secularized life. Prof. R. R. Syre of West- 
ern Theological Seminary, Fremont, read 
a paper on “Form Studies in the Gospel 
of John.” The evening service, with spe- 
cial music by the choir, brought a mes- 
sage by the Rev. A. Duis of Zion Church 
near Lincoln, “God’s Presence with His 
People,” based on Acts 3:1-10. 

The second day was opened with devo- 
tions by the chaplain, Dr. M. Koolen, who 
spoke on “What is Life?” He developed his 
answer on the basis of various forms and 
levels of existence, culminating in a de- 
scription of the worth of a child of God 
and the ministry’s responsibility on ac- 
count of it. 


Three Important Discussions 

The proposal of calling a full-time pres- 
ident for synod, created quite a lively 
discussion. The question had been re- 
ferred by synod to the conferences for 
consideration. In the absence of affirma- 
tive eloquence on the one hand, and on 
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the other apprehension of raising a hier- 
archy, the matter failed to secure suf- 
ficient votes for recommendation. Brough 
back momentarily from its state of sus+ 
pended animation was the question 0: 
synodical merger. Merger? Yes! But, with 
whom? And there, the debate ended. Tha 
third problem presented itself in the dis+ 
cussion of corporate care for retired min 
isters, in view that for the present the ex 
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GROUP AT SOUTHERN CONFERENCE 
MEETING 

(L. to r.) Dr. George Bergstresser, old- 
est active pastor of American Lutheran 
Church; Dr. M. Koolen, president of con- | 
ference; Dr. W. P. Hieronymus, acting | 
president of Midland College / 


isting pension system is a meager substi 
tute for old age security. It was therefor 
resolved, and a committee appointed to i 
vestigate the possibilities of a co-oper 
tive, synodical-managed “Haven of Rest 
project. The idea, originated in the No 
ern Conference, will be formally intr 
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duced at the 1946 synodical meeting. 

By the simple device of eliminating from 
e€ program the reading of a theological 
ssay on “The Liberalism in Reformed 
Churches,” it was possible to crowd the 
two sessions of the second day into the 
orning hours and close at noon. Feature 
of next year’s meeting will be a lecture 
“The Stone Age of Christianity” or 
‘Studies in Biblical Archeology” by the 
ev. Matthew Wiencke of Baltimore, Md., 
son of Midwest Synod. 


Of the more than 500 former Midland 
tudents serving in the armed forces, 
ineteen lost their lives. 


is} 


mprovements to Property 
Though extensive improvements have 


Church, Lanham, Kan., is continuing to 
mprove their property. Their pastor, the 
Rev. Werner Welchert, will get the benefit 
of a modern water system for the parson- 
age, and the church will be provided with 
art glass windows. 


_ A Lutheran fraternity house at the Uni- 
versity of Nebraska, located opposite the 
Student Union Building, is the latest ad- 
ition in the endeavor to serve Lutheran 
students at this school. The Rev. H. Erck 
'S spiritual advisor. Though owned and 
yperated by the Missouri Synod, living 
quarters are available to any student who 
iS a communicant member in some Lu- 
theran church. 


First Lutheran Church, Oklahoma City, 
9kla., is contemplating electrification of 
ts large organ and relocation of the con- 
sole. 


Immanuel Church, Madison, Nebr., after 
years of crowded existence in a one-room 
hurch, is in possession of a full-sized and 
well-equipped basement for use of church 
school and other auxiliary activities. Pas- 
or R. L. Jobman of the Creston-Madison 
2arish had made extensive preparations 
or the day of dedication, August 26. Spe- 
ial speakers were the president of synod, 
he Rev. Herman Goede of Columbus, 
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mnly lately been completed, St. aoa 


Nebr.; the Rev. M. A. Jensen of Norfolk, 
Nebr.; and the Rev. Hugo Welchert of St. 
Paul’s, Hooper, Nebr., secretary of synod. 
The total cost of the new construction is 
about $1,600. The collection of the day 
amounted to $250, which leaves an in--: 
debtedness of manageable size. 


The Lindy, Nebr., mission congregation 
is in possession of the windows for their 
church that is to be. It marks the arrival 
of the first item of building material 
around which the new structure may now 
take shape. The windows are the gift of 
St. Peter’s Church, Creston, Nebr., which 
has just replaced them with stained glass 
memorials. Pastor Lorin J. Wolff and his 
congregation are very grateful for any help 
that may assist in achieving their goal of 
an adequate place of worship. 


Through Radio and Press 

The Nebraska Christian Rural Fellow- 
ship has launched out on a program to 
give the country church, through radio 
and press, the publicity it deserves. Sta- 
tion WOW of Omaha and the major press 
services are co-operating. Suggested items 
of interest may be such as special anni- 
versaries, dedications, service projects for 
the community, significant services ren- 
dered by the church, harvest home fes- 
tivals with special features, property im- 
provements, Lord’s acre projects, and help 
extended to depleted churches in Europe, 
are some of the topics that would be wel- 
comed by press and radio. The broadcast 
will be Saturday afternoon. The Rev. 
R. O.. Walkenhorst, Seward, Nebr., is the 
corresponding secretary in charge of the 
news. 


For more than a year Zion congregation 
at The Dalles, Ore., was without a regular 
pastor, but was supplied chiefly by Dr. 
Walter I. Eck and Dr. F. S. Beistel. The 
Rev. James C. Suter of St. Mark’s, Port- 
land, Ore., was called and began his pas- 
torate in The Dalles August 6. He and 
Mrs. Suter received a hearty welcome by 
the congregation. 
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Sem Conference, Veaw York. Synod 


Stewardship Conference in Albany; Palatine Churches 


Observe Anniversaries 


Tue first in a series of conference-wide 
gatherings in the interest of stewardship 
to be held on the territory of the United 
Synod of New York was held in the East- 
ern Conference. A large number of pas- 
tors and members of their church councils 
met in historic First Church, Albany, 
September 19. The “Flying Squadron for 
Stewardship” was composed of the Rev. 
Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, president of the 
ULCA; the Rev. Dr. Frederick R. Knubel, 
president of synod; and Clarence C. 
Stoughton, Ph.D., all of whom spoke 
forcefully and to the point. The delega- 
tion also included the Rev. Dr. Paul C. 
White, secretary of synod, and the Rev. 
J. Henry Meyer, chairman of the syn- 
odical Committee for Stewardship. 

The Albany meeting was given the full 
support of the officers of conference and 
was under the direction of the Rev. Paul 
J. Strenge, Oneonta, chairman of the Con- 
ference Committee on Stewardship, as- 
sisted by the Rev. J. Victor Benson of 
Central Bridge, the Rev. Herbert H. Mahl 
of Fort Plain, and the Rev. Franklin J. 
Schweiger of St. Johnsville, the Hon. Ken- 
neth H. Fake of Cobleskill, Mr. Louis C. 
Smith of Albany, Mr. Herman Knaust of 
West Camp, and Mr. Minard Rockefeller 
of Germantown, committee members. 


175th Anniversary 

Palatine Lutheran Church, the Rev. 
Stanley Haverly pastor, celebrated its 
175th anniversary August 5. A large num- 
ber of people gathered for the service, at 
which the Rev. Herbert H. Mahl, Fort 
Plain, was liturgist. The anniversary ser- 
mon was delivered by the president of 
synod, Dr. Frederick R. Knubel. The Rev. 
Dr. Andrew Luther Dillenbeck of Johns- 
town presented a historical address based 
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upon his study of the Journals of the Rev.’ 
Peter Sommers, who supplied the Lu- 
theran congregation at Stone Arabia when 
he came to Schoharie in 1743. Dr. Dillen-. 
beck stated that it is his conviction from: 
his study of the records that there was an: 
organization at Palatine as early as 1749. 
Music for the occasion was given by the 
quartet of St. Mark’s Church, Johnstown. 

Pastor Haverly, who was graduated from 
Hartwick Seminary theological department} 
in 1906, was ordained by the Hartwick 
Synod in the same year. Since 1923 hes 
has been pastor of the Palatine congrega-4 
tion and Trinity, Stone Arabia. 


235th Anniversary 

Christ Church, Germantown, the Rev. 
Charles E. Deitz pastor, celebrated thei 
235th anniversary with two services Au-4 
gust 19. At the morning service, con 
ducted by the pastor, the preacher was: 
the Rev. Dr. Raymond C. Deitz, Hollis ; 
L. I., father of the pastor. In the evening: 
the ae J. Christian Port, a former pastori 
of the congregation and a missionary oni 
furlough, was liturgist. The preacher was: 
the Rev. Dr. Herman S. Keiter of Hart- 
wick College, Oneonta. | 

Christ Church is the oldest in Columbiag 
County and the third or fourth oldest in 
New York State. It was founded in 171 
by the Rev. Joshua Kocherthal and 24 
group of early Palatine settlers. These 
people, many of whom were Lutheran, 
were driven from their homeland in 
southern Germany by the French under 
Louis XIV. In 1709 they landed in Eng- 
land, where, under the protection of “good 
Queen Anne,” arrangements were made 
for their safe passage to America. They 
settled on two tracts of land on the east 
and west sides of the Hudson River, whi 
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ter were known as East and West Camp. 
East Camp is now the town of German- 
and was originally purchased from 
1e estate of Robert R. Livingston. Al- 
ough the exact date of the founding of 
ie Lutheran congregation among these 
sttlers is not known, it is certain that 
Tvices were begun under the leadership 
Pastor Kocherthal in 1710. 

At first the congregation worshiped with 
n Anglican congregation begun by the 
v. John F. Haeger, later with the mem- 
rs of the Reformed Church, and finally, 
ut the year 1742, erected its own house 
f worship. The congregation has been in 
mtinuous operation, although in 1812 a 
ew building was erected in the southern 
fFtion of Germantown, known as View- 
1onte. Twenty Lutheran pastors have 
srved this historic church. 

‘Pastor Deitz was graduated from Hart- 
rick College and the Lutheran Theological 
eminary at Gettysburg in February 1945. 
le was ordained by the United Synod of 
few York immediately thereafter and be- 
an his pastorate at Christ Church in 
Tarch 1945. 


oughkeepsie Pastor Resigns 

The Rev. Heinz W. Kugler, pastor of 
irst Church, Poughkeepsie, since June 15, 
942, has resigned his pastorate. He en- 
red upon his ministry at St. Mark’s 
hurch, Elizabeth, N. J., October 1. 
During his pastorate at First Church the 
ortgage was paid off and $5,000 was 
uised for a special repair and decoration 
ind. This year the congregation con- 
ibuted $1,640 to LWA. A Service Men’s 
ehabilitation Fund was also instituted. 
St. Mark’s, Elizabeth, was organized in 
58 and has a baptized membership of 
332 and a Sunday school of 330. 


ubscribe to Church Paper 

Recently at Trinity, Kingston, the Rev. 
rank Lawrence Gollnick pastor, a can- 
28s was made for subscribers to THE Lu- 
[eRAN. More than 100 were received. 
This is proving a blessing to the congre- 
ition,” states Pastor Gollnick, “because 
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an informed membership is always a more 
progressive membership.” 

A beautiful new fair linen, made by J. M. 
Hall, Inc., was dedicated. A memorial 
service was held for the fourth member 
of the parish to be killed in action. There 
are 135 members of Trinity in the armed 
forces. ; 

The Luther Leagues of Trinity recently 
were hosts to the Leagues of the Kingston- 
Saugerties-Poughkeepsie-Newburgh Dis- 
trict at DeWitt Park, Kingston. 

Pastor Gollnick is completing five years 
of service in this congregation, which is 
enjoying the highest average attendance 
and the largest communing records in the 
last 25 years of its history. 


Social Missions Committee Active 

The Committee on Social Missions is 
concentrating on the Visitation Evangelism 
Campaign. Dr. Oscar W. Carlson, ULCA’s 
Director of Evangelism, met with church 


WANTED 


A caseworker for foster-home agency. Should 
have a minimum of one year of graduate work 
as well as practical experience in the field. 
Salary open. Please write: Mr. R. A. Gustafson, 
Supt., Lutheran Home Finding Society of Illi- 
nois, 4840 Byron Street, Chicago 41, Illinois. 


Truly a College of the Lutheran Church 


MARION COLLEGE 


MARION, VA. 


Young Women who wish to SERVE 
THE CHURCH should have at least 
two years of college work. 


TAKE YOUR FIRST TWO YEARS at 
Marion, the only Junior College in 
the United Lutheran Church. 


MARION has a reputation for training 
in Christian service. 


For information write 


The Rev. Henry E. Hern, President 
Box K, Marion, Va. 


leaders in four strategic areas—Albany, 
Hudson, Amsterdam and Cobleskill. The 
committee is composed of the Rev. Harry 
W. Lammond, West Sand Lake; the Rev. 
Wilmer M. Zuehlke, Johnstown; the Rev. 
Henry B. Dickert, Pittsfield, Mass.; and 
the Rev. Herman Briele, Valatie; Henry 
J. Arnold, Ph.D., Oneonta; William Paul, 
Schenectady; Ulysses Grant Van Hoesen, 
Athens; and Percy Wheadon, Amsterdam. 


The Rev. Franklin L. Jensen, Faith 
Church, Schenectady, has completed his 
work in residence at the graduate school 
of the Chicago Lutheran Seminary for his 
Master’s degree. Pastor Jensen broadcasts 


ADVENT LUTHERAN CHURCH 


The downtown Lutheran Church of 
Los Angeles, California 


1329 South Alvarado St. 


HENRY SCHERER, Pastor 
W. S. Dysinger, D.D., Pastor Emeritus 


SUNDAY SCHOOL 
WORSHIP 
MEN’S SERVICE CLUB (Wed.) 


When in America’s Civilian and Military 
Health Center Visit 


» HOLY TRINITY 
United Lutheran Church 
Eighth Avenue S. W. and Second Street 
LUTHER A. THOMAS, D.D., Pastor 


CHURCH SCHOOL, 9:45 A. M. 
THE SERVICE, 11:00 A. M. 
VESPERS, 7:30 O’clock 


A hearty welcome awaits you 


Only $35 to $50 


; Secures This Electric Bulletin 
Build your own cabinet from our 
blue prints, and we supply steel 
sign panel and letter equipment. 
Hundreds of churches are thus se- 
curing an electric bulletin at great 
savings. Send for information. 


H. E. WINTERS SPECIALTY CO. 
308’, E. 4th St. Davenport, lowa 


| LIFE TIME: 


once a month over WSNY on a progr 
entitled “Religion in the News.” | 


Zion Church, Athens, the Rev. Luthe 
S. Straley pastor, dedicated chancel vas 
in memory of George Nelson Hermane 
third member of the congregation to 
killed in action. He lost his life March 
on the USS Franklin. The vases were : 
gift of his former fellow employees in th 
Athens Manufacturing Company. 


Pp. ttsville Conferen , 


Congregations Celebrate Anniversari 
and Honor Pastors 


By A. E. Potcrack 


St. John’s, Pine Grove, Pa., the Re 
Lester M. Utz pastor, selected an unusu. 
method of celebrating the 100th anniver 
sary of its founding. Instead of servic 
being confined to one week, ten Sunda’ 
have been designated as anniversary Sun 
days. On the most recent of these, © 
Mabel B. Fenner and Earl S. Rudisill, D.D 
presented the work of the Parish an 
Church School Board. Five other servie 
are devoted to the “Calendar of Causes.; 


St. John’s, Shenandoah, the Rev. Rober 
M. Heiberger pastor, recently observed th; 
75th anniversary of its organization. High: 
light of the week of services included 
address by Emil E. Fischer, D.D., pres 
ident of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania 
and greetings brought by former pastors 
Among the latter were Dr. John Schmieder 
Kitchener, Ontario, Canada; the Rev. W. 
Reumann, Lansdale, Pa.; the Rev. Martiz 
J. Hoeppner, Buffalo, N. Y.; the Re 
Ernest Mollenauer, New York City; th 
Rev. Luther F. Schlenker, Maxatawn 
Pa.; the Rev. Francis R. Edwards, U. 
Army Chaplain Corps; and the Rev. Wil! 
liam E. Nye, U. S. Navy Chaplain Corps 


The eightieth anniversary of Mt. Zi 
Congregation of the Nuremberg Parish, th: 
Rev. Luther K. Mohr pastor, was observ 
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ith a special service at which the mes- 
lage was brought by the Rev. Fred S. 
lank of Leck Kill, president of the Potts- 
ille Conference. 


Christ Church, Schuylkill Haven, re- 
ently observed a dual anniversary com- 
emorating the fortieth anniversary of the 
aying of the cornerstone and the fifth an- 
iiversary of the pastorate of the Rev. E. R. 
\cker. Dr. Paul J. Hoh, president of the 
*hiladelphia Lutheran Seminary, preached 
he anniversary sermon. Pastor Emeritus 
i. H. Smoll related incidents pertinent to 

e laying of the cornerstone. He is one 
if 69 surviving members of the congre- 
ation who were present at that service. 
The Rev. C. A. Steigerwalt, pastor of the 
ieighboring Friedensburg Parish, brought 
‘'reetings at a later service. 


' The annual Festival of the Blessing of 
he Sowing of the Seed again attracted 
undreds of people to St. Paul’s Church, 
ummer Hill, the Rev. C. A. Steigerwalt 
sastor. The sermon was preached by the 
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paper available to the members at 
the Church? 


The Intermediate Young People’s 
League of Grace and St. Paul’s Lu- 
theran Church, New York City, the 
Reverend Alfred S. Pannbacker, Pas- 
tor, sells 15 copies each week through 
the display rack. The young people 
write: 


- “Our Lutheran sales are quite sue- 
cessful, and our organization is quite 
. ° ° : ry 

satisfied with the income it provides.” 


TRY IT IN YOUR CHURCH 
THE MEMBERS WILL BUY IT 


The Newsstand at the Church! 


A large portion of the circulation of general magazines is made up of 
newsstand sales. Why not use the same method to make the church 


Rev. Elmer Leisey of Robesonia, and 
greetings were brought by Mr. Harry 
Poorbaugh, Farm Agent of Schuylkill 
County. 


A dual celebration was held in Christ 
Church, Mahanoy City, the Rev. R. E. 
Kramer pastor, on the occasion of the 
seventh anniversary of the dedication of 
the present edifice, and the dedication of 
Carillonic Tower Bells. The latter were 
provided for in the will of the late Emma 
R. Brasefield, and were dedicated to the 
memory of Harry and Emma R. Brasefield. 


Pastors and Laymen Honored 
Edwin H. Smoll, D.D., pastor emeritus 
of Christ Church, Schuylkill Haven, was 
honored on the sixtieth anniversary of his 
\ ordination. Dr. E. W. Weber of Pottsville 
‘was the anniversary preacher. Gifts and 
floral tributes were presented to Dr. and 
Mrs. Smoll by the congregation. 


Mr. Oiiver M. Wuchter, a member of 
Zion (Red Church), Friedensburg Parish, 
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was honored upon the completion of fifty 
years of service as organist, choir leader 
and sexton of the congregation. Tribute 
was paid to the long service of Mr. Wuch- 
ter by the Rev. C. A. Steigerwalt, pastor of 
the Lutheran congregation, and the Rev. 
L. D. Loos, the Reformed pastor. A sub- 
stantial purse and numerous floral tributes 
were presented to Mr. Wuchter, who is 
the father of the Rev. Leroy Wuchter, pas- 
tor of Atonement Church, Wyomissing, and 
Mr. Nevin Wuchter, superintendent of the 
Sunday school of St. Paul’s Church, 
Orwigsburg. The parish choir of sixty 
voices sang at the service. 


A beautiful memorial and honor roll has 
been erected on the grounds of Zion (Red 
Church), Friedensburg, as a tribute to the 
eighty sons and daughters of West Bruns- 
in the armed 
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VESTMENTS 
for Choir and Pulpit 
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Supplies - Etc. 

Catalog free on request 


The C. E. Ward Co. 
New London, Ohio 


CLERICAL PULPIT ROBES 
Choir Gowns in All Styles 
CASSOCKS 
SURPLICES — STOLES 
CHURCH HANGINGS 
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CLERICAL SUITS — CLOAKS 
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Inquiries Invited 


C. M. ALMY & SON, INC. 
562 Fifth Avenue, New York 19, N. Y. } 


Gowns for Pulpit and Choir 


Superfrontals, pulpit and lectern hang- 
ings, bookmarkers, i : 
logue on request. 


JI.M. HALL, INC. 


Office and Salesroom, 
14 W. 40th St., New York Tel. CHickering 4-3306 


42 


communion linens. Cata- 


forces. Pastors Steigerwalt and Loos con4 
ducted the dedicatory service. 


The Rev. John A. Kaufmann, senior fel 
low of the Philadelphia Seminary, was 
assistant pastor at Trinity Church, Potts; 
ville, during the summer. The Rev. Osca3 
Weber, former assistant, is now a mem: 
ber of the Chaplain Corps of the U. § 
Navy, and was recently assigned to : 
transport plying the Pacific Ocean, aa 
serving several months at the Naval Sta 
tion in Seattle, Wash. 


The Rev. Fred S. Blank, Leck Kill, 
the new president of the Pottsville Con 
ference, succeeding the Rev. F. L. He 
of Tremont. Pastor Blank’s former offic 
of secretary-treasurer has been filled bp 
the Rev. R. E. Kramer of Mahanoy City 

Lutheran pastors are playing a prom) 
inent part in the campaign being wagee 
against Sunday movies in two of the large 
communities in this region, Pottsville ana 
Tamaqua. 


Men of the Brotherhood of St. Paul’ 
Church, Port Carbon, are proving tha 
women are not the only workers in thi 
church. Organized but a few months aga 
the men have already completed such tas 
as painting the basement and kitchen ¢ 
the church, the parsonage fence, weedin; 
the cemetery, and are now beginning t 
paint the main Sunday school room, | 


Lutheran World Action 

Latest figures reveal that the Pottsvilll 
Conference has raised 119 percent of tht 
1945 Lutheran World Action quota, wit! 
15 congregations reporting at least 14 
percent. The minimum quota of 100 per 
cent has been raised by 31 congregation 
and four have not yet, reached that mar. 
; tf | 
Fifty Years Treasurer | 

The Roseville Parish, Ohio, of which th 
congregations are Jerusalem and St. Pav 
Churches, will consider 1945 a memorab! 
year, because they were able to remoy 
the last of the mortgage indebtedness cor 
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ted in 1938 on the occasion of the ded- 
ition of the third church building suc- 
ssively occupied by St. Paul congrega- 
n. 

Jerusalem congregation is the older of 
> two. Its first building was erected in 
M7, its second in 1859. The first of the 
ree Roseville churches was built in 1836, 
2 second in 1885, the third, seven years 
2. 

Quite as noteworthy as are the building 
rations in this parish, are the services 
'Mr. Adam Gobel. He was treasurer 
the Jerusalem congregation for ten 
s, and on October 1, 1945, completed 
‘ty years in this office in St. Paul 
urch, a total of half a century. 

mM a communication received from Mr. 
bel by THe LurHERAN, the pastors who 
-ved this parish since 1817 are listed—16 
-number--13 of whom were personally 
own to him. The longest tenure of of- 
2 is that of the present pastor, the Rev. 
| E. Buchholtz, who accepted the call to 
'S pastorate in 1915, 

fue LuTHERAN congratulates the Rose- 
le Parish on its present enterprise and 
| its appreciation of faithful services 
lich is indicated by the periods of time 
‘which its pastors and treasurer have 
2upied their respective offices. 


pbringtown Parish 
nprovements 


Christ Church, Springtown, Pa., ded- 
ited its new chancel September 16. In 
> morning Pastor Edmund E. Bieber 
rformed the act of dedication, and in the 
ening the Rev. Dr. George A. Greiss, 
stor of St. Paul’s, Allentown, preached 
> dedicatory sermon. The following were 
esented as gifts: Altar, reredos, pulpit, 
tern, baptismal font, altar cross, candle- 
cks, vases, offering plates, alms bason, 
Ipit Bible, altar cloth, pulpit and lectern 
ngings, and the fair linen. Arrangements 
ve been completed to have an artist 
int the scene, “Christ in Gethsemane,” 
ove the altar. This congregation ded- 
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More Valued than ever! 


Harry Emerson 


FOSDICK 
A Great: 
Time To 


Let Dr. Fosdick help you discover 
the real certainties in a time of 
uncertainty. These twenty-five stir- 
ring messages—the latest pub- 
lished—will increase in spiritual 
value with the coming years. 


At your bookseller * $2.00 


EAENRY: KECK E 
ESIMAIMED: GLASS 
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GOWNS 


FOR CHOIR AND PULPIT 


Select Moore Gowns for an in- 
spiringly beautiful appearance 
for years to come. Styles for 
adult, intermediate and junior 
choirs in many beautiful mate- 
rials. Write for FREE Choir Ap- 
parel Style Book C20, Pulpit 
Apparel Style Book CP70. Ask 
for Budget Payment Plan. 


Confirmation Gowns— 
Rental or Sale 


E-R-MOORE CO. 


932 Dakin St. 425 Fifth Ave. 
Chicago 13,111. New York 16,N.Ye 


1946 CHURCH 
YEAR CALENDAR 


One of these calendars should be in every 
home as a source of comfort, strength, infor- 
mation and inspiration. You may place one 
there as an inexpensive gift or earn ample 
profit for your church or church organization 
by selling the calendar. Cover picture, “One 
World—One Christ,” by Ralph Coleman, and 
monthly illustrations in beautiful color. Retail 
price, 30 cents. Write for descriptive circular 
and quantity prices. 


1946 RELIGIOUS 
ART CALENDAR of 
FAMOUS MASTERPIECES 


Here is a Christmas greeting with a year- 


around value. Made up with greeting, cover 
and twelve calendar month pages. Pictures 


in full color. Size, 34% x 6144 inches. Write 
for illustrated circular with quantity prices. 


The United Lutheran Publication 
House 


1228 Spruce St., Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
Chicago 11 Pittsburgh 22 Columbia 3 


icated choir gowns and a pulpit robe Sep 
tember 2. 

Trinity Church, Springfield (Pleasa 
Valley), received $12,491.82 without 
strictions in accordance with the terms c 
the will of the late Mrs. Joanna Strous 
This will be used as the nucleus of a 
to renovate the present church and to com 
struct a parish house on a lot adjoini 
Under the terms of the same will $6,245.8 
has also been turned over to the Reforme 
congregation of this union congregati 
which had its beginning in 1751. 

Mr. Louis W. Kroner of the Durhat 
Congregation, Springtown Pastoral Che 
has entered into an agreement wherek 
he will deposit $7,500 in a trust fund to k 
used by the Durham Church to constru: 
a parsonage as a memorial to his paren 
Wilson and Mary Ann Kroner. 

A suitable building lot has been ob 
tained in Springtown. Construction of 
parsonage will begin upon completion 
plans by the church council. 


a 


Pastor and Historian Dead 


William J. Finck, D.D., pastor, and a 
thor of “Lutheran Landmarks,” member » 
the Synod of Virginia, retired from tl 
active ministry since 1931 died at the hon! 
of his son-in-law, the Rev. Dr. H. | 
Bagger, Lancaster, Pa., Sunday, October’ 
The funeral service was held in Lancaste! 
October 10, followed by interment in W: 
mington, Delaware. | 

An account of Dr. Finck’s work will a3 
pear in a later issue of Tue LUTHERAN. 


CONFERENCES 


The East Pennsylvania Conference of 1 
Central Pennsylvania Synod will meet Octob 
22 and 23 in Grace Church, 35th and Spr 
Garden Streets, Philadelphia, Pa. The sessic/ 
will open Monday at 2.00 P. M. The Holy Cou 
munion will be administered Monday evenil 
at_ 7:30. Tuesday sessions at 9:30 A. M. aid 
2.00 P. M. George T. Miller, Secs 


The eighth annual convention of the Susqal| 
hanna Conference of the Central Pennsylvaz) 
Synod will be held October 18 in First I} 
theran Church, Watsontown, Pa.,_ begi 
with the Holy Communion at 9:30 A. M. 

Adam P. Bingaman, Sec/ 


The Luther: 


{ 


: 


Mark's 


Paul Levi Foulk, Sec. 


Che fall meeting of the Western Conference 
the Synod of Kansas and Adjacent States 
ll be held October 21-22 in St. Paul’s Church, 
asco, Kan., the Rev. Otto K. Oelke pastor. 
gistration from 3.00 to 5.00 P. M. and evening 
‘vice at 8:00 P. M. A. L. Mendenhall, Sec. 


WOMEN’S MEETINGS 


he twenty-sixth annual convention of the 
men’s Missionary Society of the Indiana 
od will be held at St. John’s Church. Four- 
enth and Chase Sts., Anderson, Ind., October 
)and 18, the Rev. Roy B. Setzer pastor. The 
avention will open Wednesday at 2:30 P. M. 
th a Confessional Service and Holy Com- 
ion. Mrs. Robert Heine, Sec. 


e twelfth annual convention of the Wom- 
*s Missionary Society of the Kentucky-Ten- 
ssee Synod will be held October 18-20, at 
mner Memorial Church, Louisville, Ky., the 
tv. Roger G. Imhoff, pastor. 

Emma L. Detmer, Sec. 


The sixth annual convention of the Women’s 
issionary Society of the East Pennsylvania 
mference of the Central Pennsylvania Synod 
ll held held at St. Matthew Church, Reading, 
, W. R. Siegart, D.D., pastor. Sessions 10.00 
/M. and 2.00 P. M. Mrs. M. B. Krum, Sec. 


The sixtieth anniversary of the Women’s Mis- 
mary Society of the Allentown Conference of 
2 Ministerium of Pennsylvania will be com- 
smorated at their annual convention October 
-in St. Peter’s Church, Packer Ave. and Vine 
. Bethlehem, Pa., Corson C. Snyder, D.D., 
stor. Sessions at 2:00 and 7:30 P. M. 
Mrs. Ernest Haller, Stat. Sec. 


The fiftieth annual convention of the Wom- 
*s (Missionary Society of the Lancaster Con- 
rence of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania and 
ljacent States will be held Thursday, Novem- 
r 1, in Grace Church, Lancaster, Pa., Allen 
Benner, D.D., pastor. Sessions at 9:45 A. M., 
d 1:45 P. M. : 

An executive meeting at 9.15 A. M. will pre- 
de the convention sessions. Speakers: M. 
lwin Thomas, D.D., the Rev. Harold W. Reisch, 
e Rev. Andrew Sommese. 

Mrs. Elmer Curry, Sec. 


[he Women’s Missionary Society of the New 
rsey Conference of the Ministerium of Penn- 
wania and Adjacent States will hold its fall 
nvention October 24 at Zion Church, River- 
le, N. J., the Rev. Floyd P. Milleman pastor. 
ening session, 10.30 A. M. Box lunch at 
on. Afternoon session, 1.00 P. M. 

: Helen M. Gerhard, Pub. Sec. 


[he convention observing the fiftieth anni- 
wary of the Women’s Missionary Society of 
» Norristown Conference of the Ministerium 
Pennsylvania will be held in the Church of 
» Transfiguration, Hanover and Chestnut Sts., 
tistown, Pa., the Rev. Theodore L. Fischer 
stor, October 25. Sessions at 9.45 A. M. and 
> P. M. Elizabeth G. Kidd, Rec. Sec. 


Phe Women’s Missionary Society of the Cen- 
lL Conference of the Synod of Ohio will hold 
twenty-fifth annual convention October 25 
1 26 at First Church, Galion, Ohio, the Rev. 
S. Garnes, Jr., pastor. The convention will 
an at 2.00 P. M., Thursday. , 

Mrs. Robert H. Miller, Sec. 
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The twenty-fifth annual convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society, Southern Confer- 
ence of the Synod of Ohio will be held in Sec- 
ond Trinity Church, Dayton, Ohio, October 30 
and 31, Frank F. Secrist, D.D., pastor. 

Mrs. Richard Maguire. 


\ 


NOTICE 


The thirty-fourth annual convention of the 
Woman’s General League of Gettysburg College 
will be held November 1 and 2 in Weidensall 
Hall at the College and in Christ Church, Get- 
tysburg. Opening session 10:00 A. M., Novem- 

er 1. Mary H. Grove, Sec. 


The fall pace of the Women’s Auxiliary 
of the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Phila- 
delphia will be held Friday, October 19, at 2.00 
P. M., in the Seminary Chapel. The address 
will be given by Dr. Paul J. Hoh, president of 
the seminary. Ruth D. Rhyne, Sec. 


- . For 
Every Member 
of the Family 


THE STORY OF 
+THE BIBLE + 


For real appreciation 
of the Bible by old 
and young, there is no 
book to equal The 
Story of the Bible. 


Small children will 
enjoy hearing the ‘‘old, 
old Story’ read aloud. 
Teen-agers will want 
to read it themselves. 
All will be fascinated 
by its style and rever- 
ence. 52 great chapters. 
Illustrated by the 
colorful Copping paint- 
ings. 


WALTER RUSSELL BOWIE 


$495 
at your bookstore 


ABINGDON 
COKESBURY 


FOR THERE IS PEACE ON EARTH 
6000 WILL TOWARD MEN 


In but a short time, Christmas will be 
here . .. the first Christmas in years, with 
a world at Peace and man no longer wag- 
ing war against his fellows. No time could 
be more fitting than this to dedicate a 
memorial commemorating this new, more 
meaningful Peace on Earth .. . to honor 
those who made the supreme sacrifice that 
we might live in peace this Christmas Day. 


An order placed NOW for the superlative 
memorial CARILLONIC BELLS, 
will make it possible to ring forth glad 
tidings from your church tower during the 
coming Christmas season and in the years 


to come. For complete information address 
Dept. LU-4. 


CORRECTION UNITS-SOUND DISTRIBUTION SYSTEMS CHURCH HEARING AIDS 
SELLERSVILLE, PA, 
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OBITUARY 


Lt. Robert F. Grant 


Lieutenant Robert F. Grant, son of the Rev 
Dr. and Mrs. Charles L. Grant, St. Paul, Minn 
was reported missing May 26, 1945, on a fligh 
from Grosse Ile, Mich., to Washington, D. C. 

The body was not found until September 2¢ 
when two boys out hunting sixty miles nort 
of Elkins, W. Va., discovered the plane and thi 
body on the side of a mountain. His body wa 
brought by a naval escort to St. Paul, and thi 
funeral was held September 29 from Fait. 
Lutheran Church, of which his father is pastox 

Lieut. Grant was 24 years of age. He wa 
a junior in college when he enlisted in June 
1942. 

He was commissioned_Ensign November 2° 
1942; was attached to Fighting Squadron 4: 
flew a Fighter Plane from the carrier Range 
in the North ——. eee perme a; i 
he was appoin ieut. -.), and was ¢ 
dered from the Atlantic Yeenice to Fightin 
Squadron 51 operating in the South Pacific. Hi 
flew from the San Jacinto, where he assiste 
in strikes on Saipan, Guam, Pagan, Roto, Palau 
Bonins, Okinawa, Nansei, Formosa, Luzon 
Leyte and the Philippine area. ‘ 

December 24, 1944, his squadron was relieve 
at Guam, and he was ordered to the Naval A‘ 
Station at Grosse Ile, Mich., for duty involvin 
flying. January 23, 1945, his classification we 
changed to Lieutenant (Al). 2 

He has been credited with shooting dow) 
two and one-half yes | lanes, and has bee 
awarded the Air Medal for shooting down | 
Ja Pel as it was attacking American force 
fe) eyte. 

His Commanding Officer wrote in ~his le 
book, “En route Grosse Ile to Washington, D. C 
missing. The last flight of a good pilot and 
fine young officer, who flew out into the ur 
known to ee the pilot of us all.” Lae Gs) 


The Rev. John Henry Karpenstein 


John Henry a ski was born in Sieglo 
Kreis Hersfeld, ermany, May 7, 1861, am 
died in the King’s Daughters Home, Oaklane 
Calif., September 23, 1945. | 

After attending the Realschule in Hersfel/ 
he prepared himself for missionary work 
Africa at St. Crischona, Basle, Switzerland. 
1886, instead of being sent as a missionary } 
Africa, he was sent to America, and after som 
training at the Congregational Seminary in Chi 
cago he was commissioned to work among Ge: 
man settlers in Massachusetts. He was ordaine 
to the gospel ministry in 1887. 

Three years later, through a classmate, Kai 
Krueger, he entered the Lutheran ministry ar 
served congregations in Ponca, Columbu: 
Wayne, and Hastings, Nebr., where he erecté 
the present church. | 

Removing to Oregon, he became a memb 
of the Pacific Synod and served congregatio’ 
in Cornelius, Ore., and Bellingham and Chr 
halis, Wash. In 1930 he removed to Eugem 
Oregon. Due to failing health, he retired froy 
the active ministry, and for the past ten yeas 
made his home with his children in the Sa 
Francisco Bay area until the time of his deat 

In 1899 he was united in marriage wi) 
Elisabeth Brugger of Leigh, Nebr., who pri 
ceded him in death by six years. Four childre 
survive: Prof. Henry, of Lowell High Schoo 
Miss Katherine and Mrs. Elisabeth Gudde, | 
San Francisco; and Andrew of Seattle. 

Funeral services were conducted by Earné 
A. Trabert, D.D., of Oakland, Calif., with inte: 
ment at Mt. View Cemetery. 

Pastor Karpenstein was a humble and mot 
est man, a truly self-sacrificing pioneer, an 
was possessed of a beautiful spirit of love an 
faith. E. A. Trabert. 
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PM READY TO START HARVESTING 
MY BEST CROP—AN LB gi 


PLAN NOW FOR A SECURE FUTURE! 


The years fly by .. . it won’t be so long until you will want to 
retire. Be ready for that time... plan now for the day when 
you turn your job over to someone else and relax. Lutheran 
Brotherhood has designed a plan to help you prepare for re- 
tirement—the Retirement 20 Year Insurance Contract. It 
gives you protection while you save, and your money back— 
plus dividends—at the end of 20 years. Get full details now. 


LUTHERAN BROTHERHOGCD 


Legal Reserve Lite insurance ‘or Lutherans 
HERMAN L. EKERN, Pres. : 608 2nd AVE. SO. - MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 
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Just off oressi 


JOHN ABERLY’S 


AN OUTLINE 
OF MISSIONS 


If ever a book answers a long-felt need, it is AN 
OUTLINE OF MISSIONS, the only one-volume work 
of its kind. In it, for the first time, the Lutheran 
Church is given its due, although not to the extent of 
minimizing the activity of other church bodies. 
It was written by one who spent thirty-three years 
in the India field and now is teaching missions at 
Gettysburg Seminary. This comprehensive and ecu- 
menical volume first gives a general survey of the 
Christian missionary movement from post-apostolic to 
modern times and then deals with the work in spe- 
cific mission fields. Of it, Henry P. VanDusen, presi- 
dent of Union Seminary says, “Jt is certain to prove 
exceedingly helpful not only to theological students 
but to both pastors and laymen who are concerned 
to gain a conspectus on this movement..... 


The United Lutheran Publication House 
1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


Cuicaco 11 PITTSBURGH 22 Cotumsta 3 


$3.00 


